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— T might be a ſufficient re- 


D: 


a. of this piece 
to fay that it is Voltaire's; 
but the intrinſic merit of the pro- 
duction ſtill ſpeaks more ſtrongly in 
its favour, The poet has taken na- 
ture alone for his guide, the language 
is juſt ſuch as people in the circum- 
ſtances in which he repreſents them 
would have {| poken ; and the. turns 
of fortune are ſuch as have actually 


been ſaid to happen. 
A 2 Ke 


iv PREFACE. 

He every-where endeavours to 
ſpeak only to the heart, without 
attempting to catch our applauſe; 
ſo that the only approbation the 
work may probably find is from the 
reader's feelings. It is a new effort 
in purſuit of nature, and can be 
claſſed among none of thoſe kinds 
of compoſition ſo often deſcribed by 
the critics. Nature in every lan- 
guage, and every country, is the 
ſame; and no writer was ever more 
intimately acquainted with her than 
he; all his lighteſt ſketches are 
therefore valuable ; and this is, per- 
haps, one of thoſe productions which 
will moſt contribute to heighten our 
eſteem. 


Ass the ſcene is laid in England, 
and the names conſequently Engliſh, 
I have taken the liberty to alter 
thoſe of the original, and have given 


E {ome 
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of them at leaſt an Engliſh termi- 
nation. As to the reſt, the tranſla- 
tion is nearly literal; I have nei- 
ther added to the author's wit, nor 
xetrenched what he has thou ght 


proper to give. 


The reader, however, muſt not 
expect that brilliant dialogue for 
which many of our own comedies 
are wor none of thoſe forced 
adventures, or that ſnip-ſnap cons 
verſation found only in books, and 
not in life. He opens the ſtory 
with the utmoſt ſimplicity, unfolds 
the plot with eaſe, and yet with 
dignity, The intereſt riſes by juſt 
degrecs to the laſt ſcene, where all 
is brought to a ſtriking concluſion ; 
thoſe who defire wit and repartee 
will certainly be diſappointed, tho' 
here and there the poet almoſt in- 


volun- 


vi PREFACE, 
voluntarily burſts upon us, and diſ- 
covers what he might have done in 
that province, had wit been his only 


Alm. 


As in his late dramatic perform 
ance, called Socrates, he pretends to 
have tranſlated it from the Engliſh 
language, ſo alſo, in his preface to 
this piece, he makes the ſame pre- 
tence ; he attempts to imitate our 
freedom of thinking, and takes this 
method to palliate the freedom of 
his own. This piece, however, 
which we now preſent the reader, 
has nothing to ſhock the eſtabliſhed 
modes of faith; Voltaire, in this, 
appears the amiable friend of man, 
without oppoſing any particular ſyſ- 
tem. Upon the whole, this little 
piece will appear to men of fine 
ſenſations the moſt pathetically pret- 


ty 
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ty performance that has appeared this 
age; and ſuch will find it an agree- 
able relaxation among the variety of 
modern publications, in which it is 
faſhionable to addreſs the i imagina- 

tion, and not the heart, | 


DRAMATIS PERSON. 


23 A good - natured man, the keeper of 
2 Coffee-hauſe. | he 


ConsTanTIAa. The fair fugitive. 


Sir WiLL1am Woopvitte. A gentleman of 
diſtinction, under misfortunes. 


BzIMoxr. In love with Conſtantia, A man of 
fortune and intereſt, h 


FazeeoxT. A merchant, and an epitome of 
Engliſh manners, 


Scandal. A ſharper, 
Lady AL row. In love with Belmont. 


Servants, and Company frequenting the Coffee- 
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SCE N E. A eoerns- Hen 
adjoining Apartments. 


Steanvar is diſcovered at a Table, with Papers be. 
fore him, and reading the Gazette. * 


SCANDAL, 


HAT afflifting news! Favours beſtow- 
85 ed on twenty different perſons, not one 
upon me! To an old officer, one hun- 
dred pounds, for having done his duty. Great 
merit truly! A penſion to the inventor of a new 
machine ; another to a pilot; a third to a man 
of learning; a fourth to an applauded poet; and to 
me, nothing, to me not a ſingle farthing! (be 
throws down the Gazette.) Ungrateful 'miniſtry, 
how can you uſe me thus, who am continually em- 
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ployed in directing you from the preſs; twenty 
penſions to others, not one to me! Poſitively 1 
will be revenged on all that have merit, at leaſt T 
ſhall gain ſomething by ſlander ; one libel well 
applied, may ſerve to make my fortune. I am 
reſolved to ſink the aſpiring, and raiſe the unwor- 
thy, for that is the only way to ſucceed in this 


good world. 
Enter Fannie. ET} 


Good morrow, my friend, good morrow, all are 
provided for here but me: I want patience. © 


F ABRICE. 


Mr. Scandal, Mr. Scandal, you make yourſelf 
many enemies. 


SCANDAL. 


Why, I muſt own thint it is natural for merit 


procure enemies, | 20 


is 


F ABRICE, 


To be ſincere, I fancy your enemies are by no 
means thoſe that envy your merit or ſucceſs, Ex- 
cuſe me, I have ſome friendſhip for you: I am 
diſpleaſed to hear the world ſpeak of you as it does. 
J am even ſurpriz'd Py find you 8 univerſally de- 


Nine 
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# 
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Aly evident Gptom * I have merit, mon- 
* Fabrice. 4 


; Sangha | | FABRICE, 
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FaBRICE. | 

That may be, yet this I only hear from your- 

ſelf; others pretend that you are ignorant, but that's 


a trifle; ſome there are who arraign your good- 
nature, and that is what diſpleaſes, becauſe I fancy 
ſuch a temper oppoſite to my own. - ' 


SCANDAL, 


As for my good- nature, people may 3 it 
as they pleaſe; but even malice muſt own that I 
am very good - natured among the ladies, particu- 
larly if they be handſome; and to convince you, I 
muſt inſiſt on your introducing me to the beautiful 
ſtranger who lodges at your houſe, and whom I 
have not yet had the pleaſure of ſeeing. © 


F ABRICE, 


Believe me, fir, the young lady will not be at 
all to your taſte, for ſhe never boaſts of her own 
perfections, nor arraigns the pretenſions of others. 


SCANDAL. 


How is it poſſible, if ſhe knows no body, that 
the can condemn any; but tell me ſincerely, have 
you not a ſmall inclination towards the lady your- 


lf, my good friend? 


FaBRICE. C 
Forgive me, fir, ſhe has ſomewhat ſo noble in 
her air, that would repreſs the _ 1 paſſion, 
beſides her virtue, | 
SCANDAL. 


Oh her virtue - very good— 155 71 
B 2 FABRICE. 
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FaBRICS. 

Fes, fir, her virtue. Don't you believe a wo- 
man can be virtuous? I tell you. —But I ſee an 
equipage from the country ſtop at the door, and a 


footman carrying in a portmanteau. It muſt be 
ſome gentleman of diſtinction who comes to lodge 


at my houſe. 


SCANDAL. 


My dear friend, take care to recommend me. 


S C E N E II. Sir WIILIAu WoopviILL z, 
FaBRICE, and SCANDAL, 


Sir W1LL. x 
Your name is Fabrice, fir, I preſume, 


FABRICE, 
Sir, at your ſervice, 
| Sir WIII. | 

My ſtay in town will be but ſhort. (4fde) Tos 
long perhaps for my ſafety ; but misfortunes like 
mine are never to have an end.) I have been re- 
commended to your houſe, and am induced from 
your character to make uſe of it. 


FaBRICE. 


Sir, you may find here all the innocent amuſe- 
ments of life; if you chuſe to dine in company, an 
ordinary; if alone, ſimple elegance; a lodging neatly 
furniſh'd, and good company in the coffee- room. 

Sir WIrX. 


Have you many lodgers beſide ? 
8 FABRICE, 


, 
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Pancn. 


But one young lady, at preſent, of beauty 
equal to her virtue. 


SCANDAL. 
Very virtuous to be fure. Ha, ha. 


FABRICE, | 
Who lives in the moſt recluſe manner that can 


be conceived. 


Sir W1LL, 

L have nothing now to do with youth and 
beauty. Let an apartment be prepared, where 
I can be in ſolitude, (Afide, My miſeries are in- 
ſupportable. ) Is there any news of conſequence 
in town? 91 1 


| FABRICE, 

This gentleman, Mr. Scandal, can inform 
you, no man knows the news of the town better, 
for he makes a great part of it himſelf ; he's par- 

+ ticularly uſeful to ſtrangers. In the mean time, 
fr, I'll leave you, in order to make the neceſſary 


preparations for your accommgdation. ( Exit. 
SCANDAL, 

Afide. Juſt arrived, by the gods. A man of 
diſtinction without doubt, if one may gueſs by 
kis forbidding air. (To Sir WiLL.) My lord, 
permit me to make an offering of my ſervices, 
and my pen. 


Sir 


=_ 
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Sir WILL. 
Sir, you miſtake my title, it belongs only to 
folly to boaſt a title even when poſſeſſed of one: 
but it is arrogance to claim it when not our 


due. Pray, friend, what may be your employ- 
ment in the family ? 


| | Scandar. 

I don't belong to the family, I only make uſe 
of this coffee-houſe as the moſt convenient place 
for gathering politics and news. Iam employ'd 
only by men of faſhion : have you a friend that 
you would praiſe, or an enemy that you would 
cenſure ; would you commend a dunce, or de- 
cry an eſtabliſh'd reputation, you ſhall find none 


can ſerve you with better goods than I. 
Sir WII I. 
And is this, fir, your only — * 
| Scan. 
And a very honourable one; is it not: T 
Sir WII L. 


Ol] very honourable truly. You do indeed, fir; 


' deſerve exaltation, and the honour alſo of a ſur- 


rounding multitude; 
| SCANDAL. 

A mere wn no regard 1 in the world to men 
of letters. | ( Aide. 


SCENE 
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SCENE II. 1 

SCANDAL ſitting down to write, ſeveral Perſons 
appearing as converſing in the Coffee-Houſe. 


Sir WILLIAM advances alone to the Edge 1 
the Theatre. 


Sir WIII. 


Where will my complicated miſeries have an 
end! Baniſh'd from my native country, fearing 
an enemy in every face, a wanderer over the 
world, loft to my home, my honours, my chil- 
dren and wife! What is there now but death 
that is left me? I have indeed an only daughter, 
perhaps, a poor forlorn wanderer like myſelf; 
nay, even obliged to proſtitution for bread,” The 
thought on't ſhocks me. Yet to die without 
being revenged on thoſe who have reduced me 
to ſuch diſtreſs ! Shall he, ſhallBelmont live, who 
has thus deſtroy'd my happineſs , who has thus 
eraſed me from among the living ; who has de- 
prived me even of my name, and left me nothing 
but the ſhadow of an exiſtence ? ſhall he be hap- 
py while I continue a poor diſcontented being, 
only looking round for a conyenient retreat 0 
retire and die in 


One of the GENTLEMEN j in the Caffee-room ſlap- 
ping Scax DAL on the Shoulder. 


? 


Firſt GewT. 
Were you laſt night atthe new play ? Thepoet 
was greatly approved, he is a riſing genius of 


great 


' 
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great merit, and I hope the public will conſider 
his talents and his indigence. 

x Second GenT. 

New plays are but trifles, eſpecially when the 
affairs of the nation are going to ruin; the ſtocks 
are quite ſunk ; luxury predominates ; the ſtate 

and I are undone. 


SCANDAL, continuing to write. 

That's falſe; the play is wretched ſtuff, the 
author is a dunce, and his patronizers little ber- 
ter; and as for the affairs of the nation, this, 
this very pamphlet ſhall ſink them into perdition. 

Second GEenT. 

Thy pamphlet is but a catch-penny, I know 
more than thou and all thy writings. It is ſaid 
the Grand Signior 1s now meditating a deſcent 
upon Carolina, and the ſtocks continue to fink 
till we have more certain information. 

Sir WIII. 


(Still apart.) Tho' old Belmont be dead, his 
fon is ſtill alive; from him I expect revenge. At 
leaſt, before I die, I ſhall puniſh in his offspring 
all the crimes of the father. | 


Third Genr. 


The new play ſeem'd to be in my judgment 
exquiſite. | 


SCANDAL. | 
We have ſcarce any taſte remaining among us; 


Third 


J tell thee it is deteſtable. 
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ä Third Genr, 
I know nothing that can be called deteſtable 
but what you write. 


Second GENT. 

The ſtocks are falling, I'll maintain it, nor will 
they riſe except we ſend another ambaſſador to 
the Porte. 


SCANDAL, 
H we would retrieve the reputation of the age, 
we ought to damn every new piece that appears. 
All Four together, 
Abſurd! ridiculous! to Bedlam! ye] re- 
plete with beauty 


Second GEN. 

All trade is at an end. 

Third GenT, , X 
Jamaica is in danger. 

"SCANDAL. 

The fourth and fifth acts are inlupportable. 

Firſt GewrT. 
The ſtate can never ſubſiſt if it goes on at this 


rate. 
Third GExr. 0 
If Spirits do not fall, the nation is undone. 


| Sir WiLL. | | 
I find in every country men willing to ſpeak 
without even the expectation of a reply, but why 
ſhould they be blamed, when moſt men converſe 
rather with a deſire of giving than recetving in- 
Jormation ? 


C bannen 
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FaBRICE returning. 

Gentlemen, dinner is ſerved, which I js 
will be the moſt agreeable manner of ending this 
diſpute. (To Sir WiLL.) Sir, may I have the 
PROT of expecting you? 


| Sir WII I. 

Excuſe me, I don't find myſelf diſpoſed for 
converſation, I ſhould chuſe to dine in my own 
apartment. (Exeunt all but Scandal, who conti- 
nues writing, and Fabrice, who knocks at the door 
of Conſtantia's apartment. 


" C E N E IV. Faprics and Lucv. 


FABRICE. 


Miſs Lucy! Miſs Lucy ! 


Lucy. 
Your pleaſure, Sir. 


FaBRICE. 
I have come to entreat the favour of your 
company to dinner. 


Luer. 
Alas, fir, my lady is fo melancholy, that I am 
incapable of any other employment, but to fit 
down and ſhare her affliction. 


'Faprice. 
But this will divert you; come, you muſt be 
chearful. 


Lvcy, 


x cannot, indeed, be chearful, while I ſee her 
fy 


FaBRICE. 
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Faker. 


Then 1 muſt, and ſhall be permitted to fend 
up dinner to your miſtreſs's apartment. (Exit. 


ScanDat, riſing from the Table. 
Monſieur Fabrice, I'll follow. you inſtantly. 
How unkind is it, my dear Lucy, thus to refuſe 
introducing me to your miſtreſs. You know 
how much I admire the ſex, 49d die rep 


them. 

_ Lucy. | 
What preſumption! Sure, fir, you ſeem i ig- 
norant of the lady whom you would thus inſo- 


lently addreſs. 
SCANDAL. 


She's a woman, and that's enough for ae. 


| Lucy. 
Yes ; but ſuch a woman, that you are ſcarce 
fit to be one of her ſervants. 


SCANDAL. 
Come then, my dear, I ſee you have a mind 
that you and I ſhould be fellow-ſervants together. 


Luov. 
Wi thn, I aſſure you. 


| SCANDAL, 
What, both the miſtreſs and the maidrefuſe 
me | why, my dear, fo cruel ? 
Luer. 


For two very good reaſons; becauſe I think 
you very malicious, and very ugly, ; 
C 2 SCAN= 
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SCANDAL. 

And yet, I ought to expect more gentle treat- 
ment from the ſervant of a poor dependapt 
wretch, who is ſupported by charity. 

Lvey. 

And ks; good ſir, informed you that my 
miſtreſs was poor? Be aſſur'd that you have quite 
miſtaken her circumſtances, If ſhe lives in a 
frugal manner, it is only becauſe ſhe hates lux- 
ury ; if her dreſs be ſimple, it is only from in- 
elination; if ſhe be temperate, it is to prolong; 
her health ; none but the 1 can deſpiſe 


her conduct. 
SCANDAL. 


Leſs vivacity, madam, if you pleaſe ; I am 
no ſtranger to her conduct, I am acquainted with 
both her family and adventures. 
Lucy. 

What then do you know ? What adyenturgs 

of her's do you pretend to have heard? 
SCANDAL, 
I have correſpondence every- where. 
Luc, ade. 

Good heavens ! perhaps this man may unda 
us. My dear, Mr. Scandal, if you are acquainted 
with any of our misfortunes, let me beſeech you 


not to betray ys. 
SCANDAL, 

Ay, now it is dear Mr. Scandal! you now find, 

and tremble at my power; yet, I will be ſecrer 


vpon one enen. 
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Lucy, 
Name it. r 
SCANDAL, 
That you love me. 
Lvcy. 
Impoſſible, | | 
SCAN DAL, 


Either love me, or fear me, you are ſenſible 

that I know all. 
| Lvcy. 

Know then, we both deſpiſe you ; my lady is 
28 free from ſtain as you are dyed in villainy. 
We are reſigned to whatever may happen, and 
malice will ſoon be incapable of making us un- 
happy. [ Exit. 

SCANDAL. 

Malice will ſoon be incapable of making them 
unhappy ! As much as to ſay, they are both re- 
ſolved on dying. They deſpiſe my efforts, by 
which they intimate that I have it in my power 
to hurt them. There muſt be ſome myſtery i in 
all this. If it is poſſible I will be ſatisfied. [Exit. 


SCENE V. Coxsraxria, as from hex 
apartment, in a ſimple habit. 
Coxs r. 

My dear Lucy, what conference have you had 
with that dangerous man? When I conſider that 
Mr. Scandal and I are fo frequently in the ſame 
houſe, I cannot ſuppreſs my uneaſineſs. His cha- 
racter is the worſt that can be imagined. I am 
told he deſires to inſinuate himlelf 1 into every fa- 

mily, 
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mily, in order to make miſchief, or to encreaſe it 
when it is there already. Were I not ſenſible 
how worthy the perſon is who owns the bouſe, I 
ſhould long ſince have left it. | 


Lvev. 
You go indeed, madam, the ready way to leave 
not only the houſe, but the world. 


Const. 
What can I do? Mr. Belmont has not been to 
viſit us theſe two days. 
Lvcy. 8” 
But, I hope, madam, you do not intend to 
ſtarve till he comes. I fancy a dinner might 
ſerve to comfort us during his abſence. 


Cons. 

Lucy, if you love me, ſtrive to conceal our 
miſeries. I would have him, I would have the 
whole world ſtrangers to them. We ſoon can learn 
to live upon bread and water; it is not poverty, 
but contempt, that is intolerable. I know what 
it is to want; but I would not have the world 


alſo know it. 
; Lucy. 


Alas! my dear miſtreſs, the world can rea- 
dily perceive our wants in my face; as for you, 


vou ſeem formed for oppoſing misfortunes; you 


ſeem. ſupported by a peculiar greatneſs of ſoul : 


miſery ſeems only to make you more beautiful ; 


but,, for me, I ſhall be ſoon waſted to a ſkele- 
ton. Tho' it be not above a year ſince you firſt 
took me into your ſervice in Scotland, yet I am 
altered almoſt out of my own remembrance. 

Coxsr. 
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ConsrT, | 


We muſt neither loſe courage nor 1 


My own diſquietudes are trifling, compared to 


thoſe I feel for your diſtreſs. Labour, however, 


my dear, ſhall ſerve to make our ſituation more 
eaſy. Let us be obliged to none. Take and fell 
this triflle I have been working theſe three days. 
(Gives ber a wrought handkerchief.) It will be 
a pleaſure to think I can ſupport us both by my 
own ſingle labour. Let us be induſtrious, my 
girl, for UN is the ſhorteſt road to virtue, 


Lvey. 
Loet me kiſs thoſe charming hands that are thus 


able to ſupport us. Believe me, my ſweet miſ- 


treſs, I had rather live with you in the moſt af- 
flicting indigence, than ſerve queens. O thatI 

had it in my power, in the leaſt, to lighten your 
afliftions | 
; ConsrT. 

Were Mr. Belmont here. Vet ought to hate 
him, ſince his father is the author of all my mis- 
fortunes. Belmont is a name that ſhould ever be 
hateful to my ears, Yet, if young Belmont 
comes, at leaſt, he ſhall never know my country, 
my ſituation, or my misfortunes. 


Luer. 
And yet, madam, I muſt inform you, as Mr. 
Scandal pretends to have ſome en of them. 


ConsT. | 
Impoſſible! how can he know, —_— even my 
Lucy is ſcarce inſtructed in the hiſtory of them. 
Beſides, 


+ 2+ > n " 
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Beſides, I am as retired in my apartment'as if i 
were laid in my tomb. I have no correſpondeice 
With my friends, nor make any new acquaintance. 
He pretends to know ſomething, only becauſe he 
deſires to know. Be cautions, my Lucy, of let- 
ting him into the ſmalleſt circumſtance ; keep 
from him even the place 'of my birth. Yes, 
Lucy, behold in me the unfortunate child of an 
eaſy good-natured man, who too fondly follow- 
lag a deluded party, brought baniſhment on him- 
ſelf, and deſtruction on his family. Behold one 
Who has now nothing left but fortitude and reſo- 
lution. I have diſtovered theſe circumſtances to 


you, but it would-be a greater miſery than any I 


yet have ſuffered, ſhould you reveal * to any 


8 . Lver. | 

To whom ſhould I reveal them. I "Wy ever 
Jeave your preſence, and the world is generally 
be indifferent to the misfortunes of others. 

ConsT. 

Indifferent the world may be; but then it is 
curious; all defire to hear of misfortunes, not 
to relieve the ſufferer, but in order to grow more 
happy themſelves by the compariſon. I would at 
leaft, in my own perſon, endeavour to render pover- 
ty reſpectable. But let me proceed in my narration, 


E SCENE VL 
Enter FABRICE, with a napkin, 
_  Fannice, 


Pardon me, madam,—my lady, my refpect 
Keprives me of the power of addreſs. I have 
come 
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come to afk your pleaſure, if, madam, "by = 
api 


_ at dinner.—TI am unable to expreſs m 


ConsT. 
Indeed, fir, your uneaſineſs gives me pain; 
ſpeak freely, I know you are too kind to be ca- 


| * of offending. 
| F. AB. 
Madam, perhaps my demand may be de 
preſumption, yet I fancied you did not dine ye- 
W might I aſk the reaſon ? 


Cons r. 


Want of appetite ſir, is ſometimes una- 
voidable. 


Fan; | 
I fear ſomething more than want of appetite 
was the cauſe, You ſeem melancholy, madam. 
Probably your circumſtances may not be altoge: 
ther ſo great as your beauty. | 
ConsrT. 
J hope, 2 you have never heard me com- 
| Plain of my f ortune. 2 e ith 

AB. 


Yet am I convinced, that it is werber fo; great 
1 ſo convenient as you deſerve. 
EE Cons T. 
I don't a you. 
| Fas. | 
To be plain, madam, the world deſires your 
company, and you ſeem to avoid it; it is true I 


un but a funple man, and ono ef the w yet 
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I can diſcern your merit as well as thoſe who have 
been bred at courts. I am ſenſible that ſociety, | 
and greater indulgence, would improve your con- 
ſtitution, as well as your beauty. If you decline 
gayer company, there is at leaſt an old . 
above, with w ou may a— 
 Consr. 


What, fit down alone with a man, and aſtranger | 


Fas. 

His age, madam, renders the moſt delicate 
apprehenſions needleſs. You ſeem melancholy, 
ſo is he; perhaps uniting your forrows will be 
ſome conſolation. 

Consr. 

T cannot, will not ſee him. 

It _ 
At leaft then, permit my wife to wait upon 
you. Suffer her to keep yoo company at din- 
ner. Let mep 


> 
- 


Consr:. | 
- Your intended kindneſs has my gratitude, but 
cannot my —_ I have no — for it 
at _ 
F 42 5) 
You "Lai no occaſion for kindneſs, at a time 
that you want whatever it is in the power” of 
kindneſs to beſto p. pack I, 3 
Consr. 


. ſir, you have been impoſed upon. 
Fas, 


aſk pardon, mad 3 J aut 
7 | Coxs 7. 
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| .ConsT. 20 
8 Yo I can eaſily forgive. But there is one, 


who, I fancy, has forſaken me: it is now two 
o'clock, and yet Belmont has not-come accord- 


ms to promiſe; but I have nothing to expect but 


ppointment. 
Fas. 


Mr. Belmont is one of the moſt virtuous men 
that frequents the court; Iknow him to be ſuch: 
yet you ſtill continue to receive him in the moſt 
forbidding manner, and always in company; 
I ſhould have found a pleaſure in providing any 
entertainment for him that you ſhould deſire. 

May I preſume to aſk, I ſuppoſe Mr. Belmont is 
a Relation, madam : | 
ConsT. 
You forget yourſelf, fir. 


Fas. 

Lucy, your miſtreſs is determined to com- 
mand, and in all but this I am ready to obey her. 
I have even preſumed to ſend up dinner, and 
have laid it in the antichamber that leads to her 
apartment.— But what lady have we got here, 

who enters the coffee-room with ſuch a maſculine 
air ? She walks as if ſhe were in a paſſion, 


Lucv. 
* Ine, lady Alton, who was to be married 
to Mr. Belmont. I ſaw her the very day after the 
e broken off; I am certain it is ſhe. 


oY, Py —ConsT. - 
Them ave no hopes then of Mr 'Belmont's re- 
D 2 turn, 
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* 


turn; I am conſcious he ſtill continues to regard 


her. She muſt prevail, my very — will 
make her happy. [Exit. 


SCENE VIII. ? 7 
Lady Al row, haſtily croſſing the ſtage, and 
taking Fasprice by the arm. 


| Lady Arx. 
Fellow me, fir. A word with you, 


Fas. 2 
With me, madam ! | 


Lady ALT. 
oy thee, wretch. 


FAB. 8 
What a tygreſs haye we got here. 


Exp or Tus Fer ACT, 


[Aide 


ACT II. 8 CEN E I. 
Lady Ar ro and FABRICE., 
Lady Alx. 

Don't believe a ſyllable, good Mr. Coffee - 


man, of all you tell me; v tot — 
. 


Far.. 


I he, madam, when you 3 found your 
ſelf you'll believe what I tell you, to be tr 


« % 1.4 


a Þ 
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| Lady Att. + 
You have the face to aſſure me that this ad- 


venturer is a woman of honour, tho? ſhe has been 


convicted of receiving viſits from a man of for- 
rune, 'Sure thou haſt loſt all ſhame. 


Fas. 

And why ſo? Madam, when M r. Belmont 
came hither, he never came in private, he was al- 
ways receiv'd in company, the doors of her 
apartment open, my wife and her own maid in 
waiting. Lou may deſpiſe my condition, yet 
you ſhould eſteem my ſincerity. And with re- 
ſpect to her whom you call an adventurer, you 
would equally eſteem her, were you as well ac- 
quainted with her as I am. 


Lady Al r. | 
Leave me, your company grows troubleſome. 
| Fas. Ade. 5 
Strange woman, ſure furtune has made her 
great only to make her the more ridiculous. 
(Exit. 
Lady Al rox knocking at the door of Cousran- 
| TIA'S apartment. 
Lady Aur. a 
Faſt lock d; quite private; ſhe muſt be now 
in company with her gallant. 


SCENE 
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| SCENE II. 
ConSTANTIA and Lady ALiTon, 


Const. 

I could not have expected ſo much dem | 
from a lady of your appearance. — 
for me, madam ? 

Lady ALT. 

Yes, abe I'm informed that Mr. Belmorſt 
makes frequent viſits here, and I would be af- 
fared from you if there be any foundation for 
ſuch a report. | 

EH ConsT. | | 

I ſhould be ready to anſwer, were I ſenfible of 
the motives which induce to this enquiry, 

Lady ALT. 

It is ſufficient that I have the moſt ** 
reaſons for my demand, and be aſſured, that if 
you continue to flatter his paſſion, you may ex- 
pect all the terrors of my juſt reſentment. 


 ConsrT. 


Your menaces would but ſerve to confirm my 
— if I had one for him. 


. Lady Ar. To | 
I am no ſtranger to your affections; I am very 
well convinced you love him, and that your paſ- 
ſion would lead you to inſult me. But if revenge 
be i in the power of woman, you —— 2 mine. 


ConsT. 
Since then, madam, you would force me to a 
confeffion, know that I love him, 
| Lily 
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Lady Al Tr. 

To let you ſee then, the perſon on Show you 
have fix'd your affections, behold his letters to 
me in the warmeſt ſtrain: of tenderneſs, His 
picture too, which he E when he ad | 
me * hearts 

ConsT. | 

It is but tos true, and I am indeed unhappy: 

Yes, I will learn to deteſt him. 


Lady ALT. 
- Hold to that reſolution, and Tam' your friend 
again. His inconſtancy, his pride, his falſchood, 
are but the ſmalleſt blemiſhes in his character. 
He i — 


Cons. 

And yet, madam, I would not have him de- 
famed ; perhaps then, in pity, I ſhould begin to 
defend and to love him. Sure you come but to 
ſhorten a life misfortunes have already made 
odious. Lucy, come and aſſiſt me to bear this 

unexpected ſtroke ; I could have been calm on 
every occaſion but this, 


Lvcy. 
Dear madam, where is now that courage — 
conſtancy you boaſted of but juſt now ! 


ConsT. 
Fortitude may aſſiſt us againſt n or 
injuſtice. I was enabled to oppoſe all the ſhafts 
of adverſity, but this one alone ; here I was off 
my guard, and I fear it is fatal. [ Exeunt. 


SCENE 


; ; oe” "WE 
„ THE COPPEF.HOUSE, 
SCENE III. Lady ALfon and Sax DAL. 


Lady ALT. 

What! betray d, abandoned, and that for a 
rifling girl! I will not, cannot bear it. Mr. 
. Scandal, you have often ſerved me; have you en- 
deavoured to aſſiſt me now? have you employed 
your correſpondence in diſcovering this ſtranger, 
— 008-07. 4 mm 


SCANDAL. 
I have obey'd your ladyſhip's directions; I 
have diſcovered that ſhe is from Scotland, and 
that ſhe endeavours to be conceal'd. | 


Lady ALT. 
Vaſt diſcoveries truly ! 


Scann. 


Theſe are all I have yet been 18 


Lady Arr. 
To what purpoſe then your ſearch? 


ScanD, 

Small diſcoveries may lend a ray to guide us 
into greater. When politics are intricate, we 
leave it to time to diſcover how affairs may turn 
out; her matters being not ripe for an elucida- 
tion, we can only ſettle them in an hypothetical 
n by ſhrewd conjecture. 


Lady Arr. 
A truce, good fir, with your conjectures: 3 
they are moſt profound, I dare anſwer for it. © 


SCAND, 
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4 ." SCAND. 


My ſuppoſitions are, anner enemy to 


the ſtate. 
; Lady — nds 

What only ſuppoſition Why, fellow, it is ac- 
tually fact. She who attempts to rob me of my 
lover muſt certainly be a traitor to the ſtate. 

SCAND. 

Beſides, her endeavouring to be concealed 
looks very ſuſpicious ; or why ſhould ſhe act 
the recluſe, if ſhe had nothing to fear? 

Lady Arr. 
Though your conjectures carry no conviction, 


yet how happy ſhould IT be if they were true [ 
SCAND. 


I'll anſwer for their certainty. 


Lady ALT. 
But will you ftand to it before the proper 


judges ? will you affirm it before thoſe who are 
obliged to take cognizance of ſuch buſineſs ? 
SCAND, 

Undoubtedly ! I have already connections 
among the great. It ſhall be firſt committed as a 
ſecret to a lady who is in keeping with a valet de 

chambre to the ſecretary of the firſt miniſter ; 1 
can divulge it, as a ſecret, that this lady has been 
ſent up from Scotland with an evil intention, 
and as a ſpy ; that ſhe maintains a foreign cor- 
reſpondence ; by thus raiſing a falſe report, I 
may draw on real conſequences, and ſhe may be 
placed in the very ſame priſon from whence I 
have been ſo lately ſet free. 

E Lady 


* 
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Lady Arr. 
Great paſſions, like mine, require deſperate 
remedies ; I hate your half-bred villains, who go 
but a ſmall way in purſuing vengeance. I am 
either for having every fail ſpread, or for ſhip- 
wreck. Your ſuſpiciofis are certainly juſt; aper- 
ſon from Scotland, who, in a time of trouble, 
chuſes to be concealed, is certainly an enemy to 
the ſtate, and I muſt applaud, at leaſt in this 
inſtance, your ſagacity. I have under-rated your 
talents till now /; I find them fitted for higher ſta- 
tions than you have hitherto employed them in. 


Lou have already experienced my favours, and 


you ſhall ſoon receive greater. In the mean time, 
endeavour to obſerve what paſſes here, and give 


me a faithful account of all you ſee. 


| SCAND. 
Madam, we muſt be buſy, we muſt make the 
beſt of what we already know, and add ſome- 
thing more of our own. Truth always ſtands in 
need of ornament ; and tho? lying be odious, yet 
fiction is a true poetical virtue. Yet, after all, 
what is truth? why truly, the conformity of our 
ideas with what we ſpeak. If ſo, there is nothing 
that can be called a lye, ſince our language nga | 


; n to our intention. 


No pupil of a French jeſuit could hows ex- 


preſſed it with more ſubtlety. But now repair 


to your ſtation, and give! me an exact account of 
what you ſee. i X 1 


SCENE 
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8 C 4. N E. IV. Lady ALTON and 1 


Lady Arr. 


* goes one of the greateſt 1 re ' 
A dog bites from an inſtinct of courage, but he 
from a diabolical paſſion of envy ; I almoſt-begin 
to. hate that vengeance of which he is an inſtru- 
ment. I almoſt begin to take part with my very 
rival againſt him. Her pride, in the narrowneſs 
of her circumſtances, pleaſes me much. She is 
modeſt, I'm told, beautiful; has good ſenſe, bur 
then ſhe robs me of my lover; no, that I can 
never pardon. . (To Fabrice.) Sir, I fear I have 
been rude, I beg you will impute my faults to 
the violence of my temper, not the baſeneſs of my 
heart; I believe you deſerve no reproach,” your 
ſincerity charms me; yet be convinced _ you 
entertain a villain, 

Fa. | 
Many, madam, have given me the ſame in- 
formation; but tho' I am not fo infincere as to 
make him welcome, yet I fear him too much to 
-offer to offend, bs CAL TY 7 3 non [Exit 


SCENE v. 
FazEroxx, dreſſed in a plain but decent manner, 
Fas. 


Mr. Freeport, already return'd ! I am happy 
in ſeeing you. Well, and what in your laſt 


3 1 hope your expectations are anfwered. 
E 2 FREE - 
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| FrEEPORT. 
Pretty well, fir; . 
tune, but have loſt my former good- humour. 
Some coffee, boy, and one of the papers. I find 
more CH in ſearching for amuſement than 
FABRICE. 


Would you ſee Mr, Scandals peniadical En- 
tertainer. | 
| FREEPORT. 
| Byno means; what, ſee a meer heapofabiudicy. 
Should I be curious to ſee a ſpider traverſing his 
web merely to live upon flies? No, no, bring 
me the ordinary papers. Are there any new 
changes in the miniſtry, or new books written by 
men of reputed genius? 
W FABRICE. 
I can recollect none at preſent. 
Fx EETORr. 

So much the better, the leſs news the leſs 
folly, But how do your own private affairs ſuc- 
ceed, my friend? Have you as much company 

at your houſe as uſual ? Who are your lodgers at 
preſent ? 


FasRICE, 
I have an old gentleman who came this morn- 
ing, but he chuſes to be concealed. 


FREEPORT, 
Perhaps he's in the right on't ; three parts in 
-four of mankind are either knaves or fools, and 
thoſe that remain generally chuſe to be retired. 


\ FABRICE. 
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FaABRICE. 
7 Nay, 'he ſeems of another make from the reſt 


of mankind; he refuſes to ſee one of the moſt 


charming women in the world, that ee * 
M Ae 
FREEPORT. 
There he is wrong. But who is this charming 
woman ad. 
| FABRICE, 
Why, ſhe is even — ſod him. 
She has been now four months in my houſe 
without leaving her apartment. She goes by the 
name of Conſtantia; but this ſeems too like the 
names in romance to be her true one. 
FRERrORT. 


| But by her lodging A be a/latly.of 
ſome diſtinction. 
b FA BRIC. 


There I own myſelf at a loſs ; but this I a am 
certain of, that ſhe is beautiful as an angel, 
haugbty to exceſs, and yet extremely poor. 

| __ Faeueort. 


Buy your acccount ſhe ſeems more abſurd than 


even the old gentleman. 
FABRICE. 


Excuſe me, fir, all her actions are attended 


with ſo much delicacy and good ſenſe that even 
her faults are pleaſing. Tho' ſhe is in want of 
all the neceſſaries of life, yet ſhe takes the greateſt 
pains to conceal them. She labours with her 
hands to procure me the weekly rent of her 
| | apart- 
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apartments. Seldom complains, but ſeems to 
enjoy her griefs in ſolitude. I am obliged to 
uſe an hundred ſtratagems in order to ſupply her 
with the moſt trifling aſſiſtance. I charge her 
for proviſions not at half the price they coſt me. 
She ſometimes diſcovers my deſign, and teſtifies | 
the greateſt diſpleaſure at my conduct. In a word, 
the ſeems equally divided between misfortune, 
dignity, and virtue, and at different times has 
claimed my admiration, my pity, and wy tears. 


| FREEPORT. 

You may be furniſh'd with one of thoſe elt 
hearts, but for me, I am never moved, never 
admire; ſometimes, indeed, I eſteem. Apro- 
pos, as I am out of ſpirits, and want amuſement 

for half an hour, what if you introduced me to 
this pretty ſtranger ? 

FapRice. 

O, fir, ſhe receives no viſits. One Mr. Bel- 
mont, a courtier, ſometimes comes to pay her 
his reſpects; but ſhe never receives him but in 
preſence of my wife. He has not been here now 
for ſome time, and this ſeems to encreaſe her ſo- 
litude and uneaſineſs. } wp 


FREEPORT. - 
My curiolity muſt be ſatisfied, 1 wil ſee has: 
but with honour ; prithee which is the Part- 
ment * 8 


FABRICE. 


That at the other end of the doom. 


| Faem- 
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FREEPORT. 
Shew me in then. 


FABRICE. 

I beg, ſir, you'd conſider. 
| FREEPORT. 

Why. man, when I intend no harm y hat 
ſhould I conſider? Where is the fault of juſt 
going into a room? Bring me in my coffee and 
the papers there, my ſtay will be but ſhort, bu- 
ſineſs calls me at half an hour after two. (He 
opens the door. 


SCENE V. 


ConsTanT14 ſeeming ſurprized. Lucy, Fxkx- 
PORT, and FABRICE. 


| ConsT. 
Sir, I could not have expected ſuch inſolence 
from one of your appearance; the reſpect due to 
my ſex, might, I thought, have guarded me 
from this intruſion. 
FREEPORT. | 

No 1 madam. Fabrice, let my coffee 

be brought hither, I ay. | 
FaABRICE. 


Ves, fr, if the lady permits. 

FrxzeorT, fits down at a table, reads the Ga- 
zette, firſt takes off his hat, and again puts it 
on, and now and then ſtares round on the com- 


pany. 
Leer. 
Quite familiar indeed. 


FREE- 
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FRgEPORT. 


You ſee, madam, Iam — r don't you | 
ſit ? 


Cors r. 

Sir, your behaviour ſurprizes me; I am not 
uſed-to be treated thus. Sir, I never admit of 
viſits from ſtrangers. | 
|  FaeeeorT. 

I am by no means a ſtranger, I am very well 
known, I am called Freeport, the whole town 
knows my fortune and connections; and if you 
doubt them, go'to the Exchange and learn ; m 
the leaſt a ſtranger, madam. | 


ConsrT. 

You are at leaſt utterly unknown to me ; and 
if what you repreſent yourſelf to be, I hope you 
will have too much * to make me 2 
by your preſence. 5 9 
FREEPORT. 

I have no deſign in the world to make you 
uneaſy. I am quite at my eaſe, and ſo may you, 
if you think proper, While I read the news, 
you may work at your needle. If you have a 
mind for coffee, here it is; if not, why let it 


Lucr. Aide. 
A perfect original. n 
ConsT. Aide. 


I ſhall be teiz'd to death with his company. 1 
am ſurpriz d why my good landlord permitted 
—_ | * his 
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his intruſion. Is there no way to get rid of him? 
I find he will have his way. 


When ſhe is ſeated, coffee is brought in, which 
Freeport takes, without offering her any, 
and as ſhe continues to work, he < continues 
the diſcourſe. 


FREEPORT. 

Harkee, young woman, I'm not fond of com- 
pliments, but I have heard a very good charac- 
terof you; I am told you are virtuous, tho? poor; 
however, it is ſaid you are proud alſo, and that 
I don't much like, 

Lucy, 
And who, good fir, has told you all this? 


| FREEPORT. 

A very good-natured honeſt man, your land- 
lord, faid as much; and I would believe his word 
for my whole fortune. 


ConsT. 

Sir, he has deceived you, not in regard to my 
pride, for that belongs to the ſex; nor my vir- 
tue, for that is only my duty; but when he ſaid 
I was poor, there he was miſtaken. They who 
want nothing cannot be reproach'd with po- 


verty. 
FREErORr. 

Vou nov tell me a falſhood, and that is even worſe 
than pride. I know perfectly well that you want 
every neceſſary of life, and that frequently you 
are obliged to faſt abſolutely for want of a meal. 

F Lucy. 
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Lucy. 
If phyſicians preſcribe a proper Inn, _ 
ought to be obey d. 


FREEPORT. 


I don't know, miſtreſs, that I have directed 
my diſcourſe to you. 


Lucy. Ade. 
The oddeſt creature alive ſurely. 


F ArErokr. 


In a word, young woman, whether you are 
proud or not is nothing to me; I have juſt come 
from a voyage, in which I have cleared five thou- 
ſand pounds; I have made it a rule to give the 
tenth part of all my acquiſitions to thoſe who 
may want it; I know no ſituation which claims 
it fo much as yours; we can be both made happy 
by your acceptance. Take it, and by this 
means my debt is paid at once. I defire neither 
thanks nor gratitude ; only keep the preſent and 
the ſecret. [ He lays a purſe upon the table. 


Lucy. 
All he does increaſes my wonder. 


ConsSTANTIA riſing. 
Consr. A/ide. 

I have never in my life been ſo much amazed. 
Every accident only ſerves to make me more 
humble; his generoſity i is even equal to my con- 
fuſion. 


FREE - 
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FreeeorT continues to read the Gazette. 
FrrerorT. 

What an ideot this news writer! what abſur- 
dities delivered with ſolemnity ! His grace the 
duke of three ftars has juſt gone down to the country. 
And what is it to me whether he goes or ſtays! 


CorsTANTIA approaching him. 


ä Cos r. 
Sir. 
FREEPORT. 
Well, madam. 
| ConsrT. 


Your actions ſurprize me more than even your 
converſation, but as to your generoſity, I muſt be 
excuſed from accepting it; take it back, fir, 
with the ſincereſt thanks I can offer. 


Fakkrokr. 
don't underſtand you. 


Cost. 

I have a moſt perfect ſenſe of your kind in- 
tentions ; but tho? I admire your virtues, I muſt 
ſupport my own ; take my gratitude, it is all I 
have to give ; but I am determined not to accept 
what you offer. 


Lucy. Apart. 
- Youſeem an hundred times more ſingular even 
than he. Dear madam, in your preſent ſituation, 
abandoned by the whole world, are you ſo much 


an enemy to your own intereſt as to refuſe the 
| F 2 aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance which Heaven ſends you by one of the 


moſt extraordinary, yet moſt generous men upon 
earth ? 


FREEPORT. 
You fib, you baggage, I'm no way extraor. 
Lvey. 


If you will not accept his preſent for your own 
uſe, at leaſt take it for mine. I have ſerved you 
in your diſtreſs, 1t 1s but juſt I ſhould partake in 
your good fortune. Faith, fir, it is a folly to 
diſſemble any longer, we are both in the deepeſt 
diſtreſs ; and but for the friendſhip of our land- 
lord, we might have died in want of the common 
neceſſaries of life. My miſtreſs has concealed 
her circumſtances from thoſe who were able ta 
relieve her; you have compelled us ta a confeſ- 


ſion of our circumſtances, compel us alſo to par- 
take of your bounty. 


ConsrT. 
You cover me with confuſion. 


Lucy. 


It is an ill-placed ſhame. 


ConsT. 

If you love me, don't reduce me to the neceſ- 
ſity of abandoning my honour, in order to ſupply 
my neceſſities. 

FretroRT. Sill reading. 

A very good adventure truly. 

| : Luer. 


* 
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Lvu6y. 


If you love me, don't reduce us to neceſlity 
from a miſtaken motive of honour. 


ConsrT. 


What would Belmont ſay, if his paſſion conti- 
nues, ſhould he hear that I was capable of fo 
much mcaneſs? J have always refuſed his moſt 
earneſt ſervices, and would you have me accept 
them from another, from a mere ſtranger ? 


Luer. 

If you were guilty of imprudence once, it 
ſhould be no precedent for a repetition. You 
need be under no uneaſineſs of forfeiting Mr. 
Belmont's eſteem; for that, alas, I fear is loſt al- 
ready. 

ConsT. | 

Let me beſeech thee, girl, not to perſiſt in this 
importunity ; let us to the laſt preſerve our dig- 
nity ; let us endeavour civilly to diſmiſs this gen- 
tleman, who is ignorant of behaviour, and knows 
only how to give. Aſſure him, that when a wo- 
man accepts of ſuch preſents, they are always ſuſ- 
pected to be at the expence of her virtue. 


FREEPORT. 


Did you addreſs me, madam ? 


Lucy. 

Yes, fir, ſhe ſeems to have abandoned. her 
uſual ſhare of underſtanding ; ſhe talks of ſuſpi- 
cions, and I know not what. | 

| FREE- 
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FREEPORT. 
Prithee, what does ſhe ſuſpect? 


Lucy. 


She fancies ſome deſign carried on under the 
appearance of generoſity. 


FREEPORT. 


Tell her then that ſhe is a fool. How can he | 
ſuſpect me of baſeneſs, while I am only doing 
my duty ? ES 1 

Lvcy. 


You hear him, madam. 


ConsrT. 


Yes, I hear, and I admire him; but am de- 
termined in my refufal : tho? his generoſity may 
be diſintereſted, yet ſlander will have a tongue, 
and the loſs even of reputation is almoſt as bad 
as having deſerved to loſe it. 


FREEPORT. 


As for reputation, you need be under no ap- 
prehenſions in that reſpect. I don't know you, 
and it is poſſible I may never deſire it. If by 
chance I ſhould like you ſome half a dozen years 
hence, and you like me, why ſo much the better 
for us both; as you behave, ſo ſhall I. If you 
find my company diſagreeable, I ſhall find yours 
inſupportable ; if you deſire to ſee me no more, 
why, I'll never return; if you would ſee me 
again, if I think fit, I may poſſibly return again; 
fo, 1 for the preſent, l'm your humble 

ſervant. 
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ſervant. I have ſome buſineſs that calls me away, 
and when I ſhall come back is more than I 


know. 
ConsT. 


Adieu, ſir, take with you my gratitude, my 
admiration, but particularly take your profered 
generoſity ; nor continue thus to cover me with 
confuſion, by forcing it on me. 


FREEPORT. 


The woman is actually ſilly. _ 


| ConsrT. 
1 muſt be under a neceſſity of ſending it after 


you then, ſir. Mr. Fabrice, your company 1 
fir, for a moment. | | 


Enter FABRICE. 
FABRICE. 


Your will, madam. 


ConsT. 

Take this purſe which the gentleman has left 
by miſtake, and return it to him. Aſſure him 
of my eſteem; but never let me owe favours of 
ſo low a nature to any. 


FABRICE. 

Ah, Mr. Freeport, this generoſity is truly 
your own. Yet, even tho' ſhe continues to re- 
fuſe it, be aſſured that it could not have been 
offered to thoſe who wanted it more. 


* 
* 
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Const. 


And you too, ſir, have you engaged in this 
plot to betray me ? 


FaBRICE. 


Pardon me, madam, I ſee you will be obeyed. 
( Apart to Freeport.) J ſhall take a proper care 
of your preſent, and furniſh her with all that ſhe 


may happen to have occaſion for. Every mo- 
ment encreaſes my pity and reſpect. 


FREEPORT. 

I feel ſomewhat like pity myſelf, but then her 
pride helps to leſſen the impreſſion. However, 
pride is a fault, and caution her againſt it. 
| [ Exit, 
SCENE VI. 


ConsTANTIA and Lucv. 
Lucy. 


fYou have behaved in a fine manner indeed. 


Heaven kindly ſends a friend to your aſſiſtance, 
and yet you perſiſt in refuſing the profered fa- 
vour. But tho* you could feel no pity for 
yourſelf, at leaſt your poor humble friend might 
claim ſome tenderneſs. Muſt I too be the victim 
of your miſplaced virtues, of ſentiments of ho- 
nour, where vanity, perhaps, is the ſtrongeſt 
ingredient 


ConsT. 


Had Iany means of making an excuſe, I would; 
but be aſſured of this, that every favour we re- 
celve 
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ceive ſinks us in the eye of the world. Were I 
in Belmont's eſteem, I ſhould then, indeed, be 
| happy; but he, I fear, abandons me; he loved 
my rival, he loves her ſtill; and I am to be un- 
done. Yet, why did I give him up my heart? 
was it to encreaſe my afflictions, that I ſuffered 
myſelf to be perſuaded by his flatteries ? I can- 
not bear this ſuſpenſe, I will, I muſt be in- 
formed, (She fits down to write. 


Lvcy, | 
I never ſaw my miſtreſs ſo much moved be- 
fore; and yet ſhe has reaſon ; her ſituation is even 
worſe than mine. A ſervant has always ſome re- 
ſource in misfortunes ; but they who are above 
their circumſtances, have none. 


ConsT. Having folded ber letter. 


At leaſt, this may reach him, tho my ſighs 
and complaints cannot. 


Lucy. ” 

But, madam; have you never come to an ex- 
planation with him? He may indeed have forſaken 
you; but when he knows your family, your for- 
tune, perhaps theſe may move him. 
Consr. 
I find an explanation, my dear Lucy, im- 
poſſible ; how can I diſcover myſelf to him, 
the ſon of our enemy, the ſon of a man 
who has undone my father, and made me 

"erty eras 
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| Ever. 


And is n e 
father's enemy 
Coxs r. 


He is. Qur families, from motives of ſtate, 
have ever been irreconcileable; they have op- 
poſed each other upon every occaſion, but his 
at length became victoriqus, and mine was: un- 
done. Without father, mother, fortune, you 
ſee me a poor outcaſt; yet, poor as I am, ſtill in 
love, and pleaſed with ruin, Education and re- 
ſentment bids me hate young Belmont, yet ſtill, 
Flove him, ſtill harbour his dear i image next my 
heart; nor can I tear it away with all my reſo- 
lution. 


Lucv. | 
Dear medam, ſuppreſy your agonies. You 
look; pale methinks, and. now, now, ſhe. falls, 


(Conſtantia falls.) Sir, Mr. Kabrice, is ng body 
near! no help ! my poor miſtreſs! 
® 


Enter. FABRICE. 


FakBI CE. 
b Wiel maid! where are you all ? &! bring 
help! undonę byt.the recovers, 


ConsT.. Recouering. 

hthank. you, fir; and: you, madara, yet: death 

were: preferable to. ſuch a life as mine; prithee 

lead mg where. I may; learn. ia forget wy friends 
. 

(She is fine une, 

SCENE 


uo 4 


R Fark FUGITIVE. 33 


SCENE VII. 


Dir WILLIAM WoopviLLe and FABRICE, 
: Sir WII I. 
Lou called for aſſiſtance; can ſerve you fir? 


1 


"Fas. 
mY the lady f ſpoke to you of has buſt faint- 
ed, but is now pretty well recovered. 


Sir WI. 

Quvalms, mere gualits. Such ate but trifles 
among the ſex, they come and go at pleaſure; 
but by your -tmanfer of calling for help, I had 
| En the houſe Was on fire. | 


1 Fas. 
I would as lief ſee it on fire, as that young 


lady ſuffer. If Scotland produces many ſuch 
ſine women as her, it muſt needs be a charm- 


ing country, 0 
* Sir WII I. 
1s ſhe from Scotland ? 
Fas. 


Ves, fir. Tho it is but this very day 1 be- 
came acquainted with that particular ; Mr. Scan- 
dat, who knows all the world, tells me fo. 

Sir WIEI. 
And her name, fir ? 


G 2 Fas: 


wh. © 


> 
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a Fas. 

She is called Conſtantia. 

Sir WILL. 

am a ſtranger to the family. ( Walks * 
talking to himſelf.) Never is the name of my 
country mentioned, that it does not ſtrike dag- 
gers to my heart. O, I have been driven from 
it, baſely driven from it! Had I but juſtice done 
me, it would be found, that I never offered to 
offend my country, or diſturb its peace, Yet the 
remains of that family, which has contrived my 
ruin, ſtill owes me juſtice or revenge. My wife! 
my children! have I loſt you for ever? to ſuffer 
life, tho? not one hope ſurvives, to love man- 


kind with all the world my enemy. It muſt not. 


be! and yet, to die without revenge were baſe- 
neſs; no, I will ſupport this deteſted load ell I 
can throw it off with honour. * 


FABRICE, coming from the door of CoxsrAx- 
TIA's apartment. 


All 0 well; ſhe is quite recovered. 


Sir WII. 
The affairs of this life are ever . ; 


ſome happy accident may effect my _ 
Fas. 


No great change, fir, only a little pale or 65 
but not a bit leſs beautiful. 


Sir WII I. | 
Something muſt be done, and that 


ſpeedily ; 


one noble blow, and then! It ſhall be fo. [ Exit. 
Fas. 
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Fas. - 


He ſeems to be under no great uneaſineſs for 
ladies that faint ; yet, had he ſeen Conſtantia, old 
as he is, he might not be ſo indifferent. 


Enp or THE Stcond Acer. 


ACT III. SCENE I. 


Lady AL rox. A Servant waiting. 
Lady ALT. 


ES, ſince I cannot find the ungrateful man 
at home, I am reſolved to ſee him here. . 

The advice was properly given, and as wiſely 
received : a woman, a ſtranger from Scotland, 
who endeavours to be concealed, can be Tright- 
ed into any ſubmiſſions ; we muſt threaten her as 
a conſpirator againſt the ſtate ; ſhe ſhall be ſe- 
cured, the order is already given. But this muſt 
be Belmont's ſervant ; you have a letter, friend, 
I preſume, for a lady who lodges here. 


: SERV. 
Tes, madam. | 


Lady Arr. 
That letter is for me. Ea 
SeRv. 


2 Szv. 
I fancy not, madam. 
Lady Aur. 
Let me ſee, without a ſuperſeription, i is it ant 


Serv, 


It is, pleaſe yout ladyſhip. 


Lady ALT. 
Then who can it be for but me. Mr. Bel: 
mont has ſent me ſeveral, which you may ſee 
but, to clear your eyeſight, ſee here, ten gui- 
neas, which may ſerve to confirm what I ſay. 


SERV. 
F Faith, I begin to think your ladyſhip has rea- 
ſon ; yet, to ſay the truth, I was ordered topre- 
ſent it to a lady here, called Conſtantia, that he 
is always talking about, and loves immenſely. 
But there can be no harm in giving a letter to 
one lady inſtead of another, for he then may 

have the comfort of taking his choice, 'f 
(Gives the letter, and exit. 


| Lady Arr. reading the letter. 

. Thou deareſt object upon earth, thy virtuous, rig 
reſpezed Conſtantia, (that is more than I have 
ever yet had from him) be few days I have been 
obliged to be abſent ſtem an age; but impntr ny ſtem- 
ing neglect to my real aſſiduity. I have been iniformed 
of your family and fortune, and will retrieve both; 
or fall in the attempt. ] bave friends that are 
Sun of Fower- 
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powerful ; and for me, be aſſured, that my too great 
earneſtneſs may be a greater impediment to your ſuc- 
ceſs. than my neglet, BzrMont, 


Now the whole is diſcayered, plain, beyond 
a daubt, a downright conſpiracy. He loves her, 
ſhe. ſtands in need of ſuccour; thus are they, bath, 
to ſerve each other, yet it ſhall not be if L have 
love, if I have invention, if I have woman in 


8 CEN E IL 
Latly Al ron and Lucy. 


Lady Ar rox, to Lucy, croſſing the ſtage, 

Inform your miſtreſs that I would ſpeak to 
her ; aſſure her that I have the moſt ei 
news to impart, and that I expect her inſtantly. 
Do you hear, my dear, inſtantly! and don't be 
afraid, child. 


| L. ver, 
Afraid, madam, not in the leaſt; but you 
look * that I can't avoid trembling a little. 


Exit. 
Lady ALT. 

We ſhall von ſee whether my propoſitions 
will. ſucceed; if not, I have ſtill a ſurer reſource. 
remaining. 

Enter ata ſupported by Lucy. 

| Consr. 

1 madam, you do not come a ſecond 

time to infult my misfortunes, ths 
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So far fromi it that I come to make you happy, 
my dear; I am ſenſible of your want of fortune, 
and you know the greatneſs of mine; take a 
part of thoſe riches I can well ſpare. I have a 
charming retreat upon the borders of Scotland, 
where you may enjoy ſolitude, and indulge me 
lancholy, that, and all the lands about i it, ſhall be 
yours. Pl reſign over all my title in it, only 
upon condition that you give up all your preten- 
ſions to Mr. Belmont, and that you * your 


retreat. 5 
| Cane. 


Tou need not fear, madam, my power over 
him; he has already abandoned me, I'm but a 
feeble rival, and ſhould give you ſcarce a mo- 
ment's jealouſy. Your offer of a retreat is kind, 
but I hope ſoon to have one in the grave, where 
only I can expect repoſe, 

Lady ALT. : 
And is this the only return for my — 
kindneſs ; raſh woman 


| ' Cons. | 
We ſhould avoid raſhneſs, but fortitude is a 
duty. And give me leave, madam, to fay, that 
my family is as good as yours; my heart, per- 
haps, is better; and as for my fortune, I'm re- 
ſolved it ſhall never depend upon any, but par- 
ticularly not upon my rival. [Ext. 


Lady 
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Lady Att. 

And yet it ſhall depend upon me. I would 
not willingly have been reduced to this extremi- 
ty. Beſides, the inſtrumentsI employ are ſo baſe; 
but yet, when neceſſity compels, ſhe muſt, by 
ſome means or other, feel and acknowledge my 


SCENE Ill. 


FREEPORT and Sir WiLLiam are ſeen at one end 
of the Coffee room, F ABRICE and Lady Ar- 
TON at another. 


Lady ALT. 


| You often ſee me at your houſe, monſieur 
Fabrice; but I impute the fault wholly to you. 


Fas. 


Madam, I ſhould be forry— 


Lady ALT. 

No excuſes, fir, Pm determined to frequent 
it, till I am fatisfied whether it deſerves the repy- 
tation it has had of harbouring none but perſons 
of approved morals and integrity. I go there- 
fore, but depend on it, ſoon to return. [ Exit. 
Fas. 


So much the worſe. But what can be her bu- 
ſineſs here; here where ſhe meets none that re- 
ſemble herſelf, where ſhe ſees a woman whoſe 


behaviour is always a tacit n upon hers. 
H Fi- 
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FreeeqrtT and Sir WILLIAM come forward. 


Sir W1tL, 


Beauty, modeſty, what are they to me? Ihave 
other troubles to think of. 


FxEETrokr. 
And yet ſuch beauty often gives the moſt 


ſenſible pleaſure. I ſpend a great part of my 
time upon the Exchange, endeavour to get rid 


of trifling paſſions, and yet ſometimes I feel like 
the weakeſt of them all. But this young woman 
ſticks cloſer to my heart than I thought was poſ- 
ſible ; what wiſdom, modeſty, and ſpirit in all 
ſhe ſays. I'm determined to fee her again, even 
tho? her pride ſhould inſult me. 


Sir W1LL. 
Pm informed by our hoſt Fn you have dealt 
very nobly by her. | 


FREEPORT. 
A trifle, à trifle, would not you have done the 
1 if in my place? 


Sir Witt. 


Probably I might if 1 had been as rich as you, 
and if ſhe merited my favour. 


is FreePORT. 
A... „ 
(He takes up a news paper.) Let's ſee what is to 
be found in the papers of the day. Hum, hum, 
lord Falconbridge is dend. 


Sir 
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Sir WII. 

Lord Falconbridge dead! Misfortune on miſ- 
fortune, he was the only friend I had remaining, 
the only anchor I had to truſt to. Will fortune 
never, never eaſe her perſecutions ? 


FAEEFORT. - _ 

If he was your friend I'm forry he's gone, 
Edinburgh, April 14. Search is every-where 
making for Sir William Woodville, who has 
been condemned ſince the eleventh. 


Sir W1LL. 


Heavens, what do I hear? Sir William Wood- 
ville condemned ! q 


FREEPORT. 
There is the paper, you may ſee it with your 
own eyes, if you think proper; but you may de- 
pend on the goodaeſs of mine. 


Sir WII I. After having read this paragraph 
indolently. 

Ay, *tis true enough. (Aſide.) I muſt quit 
this houſe, it is too public. Is it poſſible for 
earth and hell conſpired to lay more misfortunes 
upon the head of one poor wretch than now op- 
preſs mine? (To his ſervant in an auti-chamber 

_ adjoining.) Let our horſes be ready ſadled, and 
let us ſet off, if poſſible, at night- fall. Bad news 
flies faſter even than the ſtorm. 


1717111 +5 TT. 
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FxERPORT. 

Why, what is there more natural than all this? 
What is it to the world whether fir William 
Woodville 'carries his head or no? An head is 
cut off to day; it is publiſhed the day following 
in the Gazette; and the ſucceeding day it is 
quite forgotten. Did I not expect to meet ſome 


haughty treatment, I would incontinently go fit 
a while with Conſtantia. Modeſty and beauty are 


always agreeable companions, even tho' their 
poſſeſſor be ſilent, 


SCENE IV. 
To them a perſon diſguiſed as a Messrtncrr of 
STATE. 


| Messen. 
Is your name, ſir, Fabrice? 


Fax. 
Yes, fit. | 
Messtn. 
You keep a coffee-houſe, and let apartments? 
| Fas. | 
I do. 
MeEsstx. 


You have now in your houſe a young lady 
from Scotland, whoſe name is Conſtantia Well- 
fort. . Hi * 

Fas. 


Sir, I have the happineſs of entertaining ſuch 


a lady. 
FREE - 
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Fxrxpokr. | FO 
A lady of beauty and 2 as I can prove 
by experience, + 
Mew; © © 
1 have orders from the government, here they 
are, to ſecure her perſon, 


F508 Fas. 

1 what a blow! 1 

Sir WIII. Ale. 

A young lady from Scotland arreſted, and on 
the very day of my arrival too! What if my 
daughter ſhould be in the ſame unfortunate cir- 
cumſtances? How all my family riſes to my mind 


upon this ungrateful occaſion. Perhaps my poor 
child is now a victim to my former miſcondu& ; 


perhaps, now deſerted of every friend, The begs 
her bread at the grudging doors of the rich; 
perhaps ſhe Tanguiſhes in priſon, and with hun- 
ger feels all the ſeverity of the ſeaſon. Why was 
ſhe or I born, if to be thus unhappy 


FREEPORT. 
Where have we ever ſeen girls arreſted for ſtate 
crimes? I fear there 1s ſomething wrong in this 


affair. 
Fas. 


Should ſhe be abſolutely a ſpy, the credit of my 
houſe is gone for ever. I now perceive lady 
Alton had meaning in what I only imputed to the 
fury of her reſentment. And yet, I cannot be 

perſuaded 
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perſuaded to believe any thing to "the young 
lady's diſadvantage. 

Meszen. | 
As for your belief, friend, that is nothing to 
!A 
or to priſon. 1 
AB. 


PIl bail her this moment. My houſe, my 
goods, my perſon. 
Mzesszn. 
© Yourperſonis nõt worth my taking; the houſe 
is probably none of your own; and as for your 
goods, friend, I'm no broker. There muſt be 
money: we mult have money, 


 FareeeorrT., 


Mr. officer, if five hundred guineas, a thou- 
ſand, or two thouſand, will do, I am ready to de 
the ſum this moment. My name's Free- 
port, I'll anſwer for the lady's integrity, loyalty, 
and honour ; I wiſh I could ſay ſay as much for 
her humility. 


MxsskN. 
Come then, ſir, I take you at your word. 
Fnz Err. 


3 ; 
AB, 


8 * we find men willing to 0 en 
eee in this pagan, | 


FkEE- 
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FORT. 


In employing money to do our fellow creatures 
ſervice, is aying it out at the moſt exorbitant 


intereſt. (Freeport and the meſſenger retire in 


order ane the contraf. 


8 C E N E V. 
Sir WiLLiam and Fanricx. 
Fas. | 


Perhaps, fir, you are ſurpriz'd at the beha- 
viour of Mr. Freeport. But it is his manner. 
Happy they for whom he at once conceives a 
friendſhip. He's a man of few words; but he 
does good in leſs time than others make proteſta- 


tions. 

| Sir W1LL. 
Sine! Den ane perticubaty fremed is bd 
ſity, (afide) yet among the number where have 
Jever found one. 


Fas. 

Loet us at leaſt conceal the danger from the 
young lady herſelf , ** 
too much. | 

Sir WII I. Afide. 

It is impoſſible to continue concealed from 


danger; my diſturbance will diſcover me. 
Fas. 


| — CIT 
until it is over. 


Sir 
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Sir WIT. Afade. | 

The only friend 1 had in London is Gent, 
what then do I do here? | 


3 Fas. 

I perceive, fir, you are diſpoſed to be alone; 
I know my duty too well to interrupt while I 
mean to amuſe. [ Exit, 


SCENE VI. 
Sir W1iLL1AM alone. 


8 Sir WIII. 
A young lady from Scotland arrefted ! Her 
fortune and friends unknown ! Her life recluſe 
to a wonder ! I know not how, but this awakens 
a train of thinking that I cannot ſuppreſs. ' All 
my former connections, my ſubſequent calami- 
ties, rife to my imagination, and exaſperate my 
ſoul even to madneſs. | 
Lucy, croſſing the ſtage. 
| Sir WIII. 
--- Pardon a ftranger's rudeneſs, madam, but i in- 
form me if you are the young lady from Scot- 
land, of whoſe beauty I have heard fo SE? 


Lvcy. 

Probably, fir, I may; I am young, = ch 
me, I am from Scotland too; and as for beauty, 
I have received OR even 0 the 
little I have. | 

die 
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Sir WrrI. 
Have you lately heard Fay _ GW. „em 
that country ? . A | $55. 4 
Lev. 7 2 | 7 * 


No, fir, I have quitted it ſo ng that I for- 
get ir, ar and am forgotten, 


a) If wits: - 4 #* 
Sir Wav, _ © was ann 


Pray, of what family are. on 
RI: "1 Luer. 1 dty,. a 
My father, fir, was a baker, and 1 my ET 
was on a lady of quality; 
„mee Siege 310i gore | 


I fancy, young woman, I miſtake, you wait 
upon a young ady of diſtinction hare, doyounor? 


+ * 1 
1 haveghar honour; - fir. + 
5 i v1 Sir 5 * Rn 
Without doubt you know your Me 
| Lovcy. 


Yes, ſir, 1 r 
tient, gentle, charming miſtreſſes in the world, 
the moſt civil to her inferiors, and the ma coou-· 
rageous under adverſity. | 

BY Str Witt. 

She bas hey mne then * — 

Loox. n 


e 


2 S8 


cher ſerve her than be — with . 
No rn i rang 

But ! would be e informed, whether you know 
har Tamily ? 


I | Lvcy 


* — 
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Luer. 
Sir, my miſtreſs chuſes to be concealed , ſhe 
is of no family. I don't underſtand what you 
mean by all theſe queſtions, 
765 2 2667 OL. Aude, 
That circumſtance of her being coricealed ſtilf 
comes acroſs me. Would heaven but permit me 
once more to find but O vain hopes ! it is im- 


Mble.—Prithee N me, of what age is your 


vr. 8 * 
1 fancy there's no berm in 5 that 
Particular. But ſhe is much witer than ſhe is old. 
Sbe is pow cighteen, and yet is capable of in- 
ſtructing people of forty. 
Sir WII. I 
. Eighteen ! Alas, that was exactly the age of 


my unhappy-daughtery'the only child df my age; 
the only hopes of my-family, whom thoſe aged 


arms have fo often embraced with all the fond- 
neſs of paternal expectation. IE e 
you ſay. 

Log. 


Exactly. And 1 am bnenty- two, be a anal 
difference between us. But I hope, fu, yon are 
not going to caſt our nativities, you make ſo 
many queſtions about our age. 


Sir WII I. 


Eighteen years old, and born in hend 
und affecting retirement. My curioſity muſt 
have 


. 


@ - F 
2 2 « wat -” 
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have way. With your permiſſion, I mult ſec her, 
and ſpeak to her for a few minutes. a 


. Lover. | 
Sure this age of eighteen has ſet the old gen · 
tleman beſide himſelf. Sir, it is impoſſible to ſee 
at preſent, ſhe is in fuch affliction. 


Sir Waite. 
That very ene adds ings — * 
Petence. «2207 -* 
e 


A new misfortune has juſt touck'd her _ 
And yet none are able to bear with more con- 
ſtancy than ſhe. She is yet ſcarce recovered, and 
I muſt entreat, ſir, you wilt not intorrupt the. 
ſhort "OY ſhe is now enjoying. | 


Poe Sir WIiI. -- on act F/ 
biber ity you lay but ſerves to augment my 
curioſity. I am at leaſt her countryman.,; I 
ſhall ſhare ber ſorrows, perhaps I may leſſen them; 
permit me then, before I leave town, to ſee thiy 
young lady, tho? bit fora moment, let me ſee 


. Luer. 
bit, . prevaiPd, your W coun- 
ayers ſufficient to recommend you. Wait 
bur'a-few minutes. Ill acquaint her with yout 
deſire, and, if ſhe approves the requeſt, will im- 
Ne enn, and „— 70. 


— 


1 scENE 


„% LTHE-CORFEFHQUSS 
Mort 92 £507 NE vii 
Sir WiyL1am, Faprice, © 


I 2 * 
Are we alone, fir?” e IRE: 
Sir WII. Apart. Needle: 
With what impatience do I expect her return? 
c: 5 F AB. 714 


"Can we be daes n think you? 7 


| Sir WIV t. Apart. 
IJ am 2 equal to this rapid viciffirude of 
2 _ : 
a DIRT II: «© | Pay, 
S _ are- fought after. 
Sir WrI L. 
What do 2 22 how! when! where | 


- 


4 9 PR 4 


| Fa in. 

Sir, you are ſought after; and as I have a re- 
gard for all thoſe who lodge at my houſe, I 
thought proper to apprize you of the danger. I 
don't know who you are, but here come fellows 
who aſk me ſeveral ſuſpicious queſtions. The 
| houſe looks as it were beſet, and for aught I can 
ſee, you may ſoon have ſuch a vifitor as the young 
lady might have had pa ago,” 1 _ . 
Freeport's generoſity. iI 1 

Sir wut. | 

I am 8 to depart; but ſtill I am deter- 

mined to ge my fair cguntry- woman. 0 
5 AB. 
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FAB. l 
Faith, ſir, I believe, for both our ſakes, the 
ſooner the better; it is very poſſible you may not 
find as many friends to aſſiſt you in trouble as 
e young lady. 8 
the, dung lady. Woot v7 02 
T ow! it; age and infirmities Will ſerve to ba- 
niſh old friends, but will never attract new ones. 
But for this young lady, tho? danger threatens, 
tho* prudence perſuades, yet am I reſolved to ſee 
her; I'm reſolved to ſatisfy a paſſion, which you, 
perhaps, may accuſe of folly; but ariſes from a 
noble, tho? a concealed motive: favour me with 
your company into a place of greater Privacy, 
and then you ſhall Know'tnore.” cok 
Fas. 
I was convinced you could not be eaſy withour 
ſeeing her, and indeed ſhe deſerves your curlofity, 


Exp OF THE: THIRD Acr. 


RK . To CE NE I. 


FaBRICE and SCANDAL at a table in the Coffee- 


room, FREEPORT” en _ ig and 
reading. . as; | oY 


| Fax. 
| 2 Mr. Scandal; if report be true, I 
muſt confeſs I ſhould be better pleaſed with 


your — than your company. 
SCAND. 


2 FHH COFFEE-MHOUSE, 
Se axb. 

Report is ever 2 liar, but what particularly 

oflends you at preſent, e | 
er * Wh | | 
Sir, you in ray. houſe in order to diſt 
pate your ill nature, and and I ſhall ſoon have it 
reported that I keep a ſhop for ſelling poilons, 


5 FazzroxrT, _ 
ae ſir; think of that, 
| Fas, - 4 
a Ax i id you behave ike an o v. 
_ Frxzronr, t vl; 
1 hear the accuſation, Mr, Scandal ? 
Fas; 


It is even ſaid that you are an informer,. a de- 
exiver ; I ſcarce can believe all the e 


1 hear of you. 
FxerPort. 


Sir, this is beyond raillery. How do = anſwer 
en lnpurations ? : 

© SEAND. 

Are theſe reproaches juſt, Mr. Fabrice, » 2 
mam of Etterꝭ; of faſte ? l 

Ens. 22 f 

Sur, whether * — e Pea-ure 

your company does me an injur x. 
Scany. 

- Ingratitude ! black ingratitude ! Was it not!! 
who. firſt brought your houſe into reputation, 
who firſt turn d the tide 0¹ faſhion in your 4 
vour 
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your? Was it not my reputation CO 
ſo much company ? he DI 48 80 

AB. | 


Agne reputation, truly. Tou b have indeed, 


5 a very flagrant reputation; you are tolerably 
known in the world I aſſure you, fir; we are no 


ſtrangers to your labours.allo. 
SCAND. | 

Sir, &r, attack my morals as you a will, — 
ſpare my labours : they may at leaf have the pri- 
vilege of being exempted from N | | 

Fas. 771 

* have no other connections but wick the mang 
2 him I have reaſon to ſuſpect as a baſe infor- 
| It is even reported that you have endea- 

"—_ to undo the beautiful Conſtantia, * 


F r 1 8 


111 thought , I would knock 000 in 
2 moment, the? I hate quarrelkng. 
Fas. | | 
Ic is faid m 
from Scotland; nay, that you have carried your 
informations even againft the old gentleman, of 
whom I am certain you have no knowledge. 
Scand. 


And pray, * where $ PREP of — _ 
in Scotland ? 1 
AB. 


It is ſaid you have had ſeveral 1 
with the angry lady, who ſometimes does us the 
honour of a viſit; nay, even with Mr. Belmont, 

0 R | s 8 | hc 


. 
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. 


who ſeldom comes; and that you endeavour to 
do us all the prejudice in your power. Dum n 
FREEPORT. 
I ſach a character be poſſible, I ſhould dereſt 
the homan ſperies. —_— 2 
enen 


Yet heavens, what do I fee ! Our courtier at 

laſt come to pay us a viſit. I'm in 1 
mo een eee (a 

A courtier! T hate the court and all that be- 
longs to it; I hate both them and every ſcoun- 
drel who proſtitutes his ne for hire. 
Pe, AY DICK 315! 2 Tas. M4 

ö but this gentleman is 18 a pitrior, wa con- 
ſequently af no party. 2 

r e V3 

Whatever he be, if he belongs to the court! 
hate him. 1 don't care for company, in which I 
am to be on my guard. I ſhall return ſoon; 
however, for this young ſtranger runs unac- 
countably in my head. I ſhould chuſe a private 
converſation with her. Aſſure her of my eſteem; 


a 
* 


and that ſhe nay en — 


tions. * ob 's þ NL MONT 
SCEN E II. 

Brionr with a melancholy air, ScanpA ſa- 

luting him without being noticed. Fazrict 

waiting at a diſtance. 


BxLIION Tr. To FagRIcE. of | 
I am glad fir, to {ce you,; your fair ward, þ 


hope too ſhe is well. 


— 


Fas, 
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Fas: 


Your abſence, fir, has diſcompos'd her a little; 
but ſhe at preſent is ſomewhat better. 


. B2 LMox r. 
Thou providen ce, the protector of innocence, 


that haſt ſupply d her with virtue, ſupply her alſo 


with happineſs! every account I hear from her 
promiſes me a favourable acceſs; I ſhould be 
pleas'd if you announc'd my arrival, in the mean 
time, permit me a word or two in. private with 
this gentleman. ( Pointing to Scandal. 


7 


SCANDAL. - To FaBRICE. 
Younow, ſir, ſee my influence among the great, 
and that my merit is known beyond the * 
of your coffee- room. ls 


BeLMONT. To SCANDAL. 
Sir, if you pleaſe. 
SCAND. 
You do me too much honour, my lord, if a 


trifling dedication of mine can be an equivalent 
for fych unmented diſtinction. 


BrTMONr. | . 
Sir, that is not my buſineſs at i 
for favours of another nature that I owe Ry - 
thanks. From you my ſervants have been in- 
formed of the arrival of the old ſtranger from 
Scotland; you have deſcribed him not only to 
them, but to thoſe whoſe duty: ĩt was to appre- 


hend him, 


K Scand. 
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SCAND. | 
W — e. 


BELMONT. 


You have indeed ſerved me without intending 
it. Your defign might have been bad, but it 
has been attended with happy effects. Take 
this asareward, not of what you deſigned, but of 
what has been effected. (Giving money.) But 
let this alfo bind you to ſecrecy ; for if ever I 
again hear you but mention either of the two 
perſons whom you have endeavoured to betray, 


oe upon mr ſevereſt reſentment. 
Sch. 
If the world thus continues to reward, I' l give 


them leave to revile me. [Ex. 
" SCENE II. 


BErMonT alone. 


An old gentleman arrived incogmto from 
Scotland; Conſtantia born in the ſame country. 
Alas, if it were poſſible to repair the injuſtice of 
my father ! Would providence but offer the op- 
portunity, with what pleaſure would I embrace 
it! (To Lucy, croſſing the ſtage.) Have you not 
been ſurpriz'd, my dear, at my abſence of late? 
-T could never be pardoned if thoſe precious mi- 
nutes were not employed in attempting to ſerve 
my dear Conſtantia. There was a requeſt which 
vas to aſk the miniſtry in her favour, and I was 
nn ged to follow the m down to Windſor for this 


- purpole. 


ORFALRPUGITIVE” 
* 1 She, I 125 2 yet be happy, and 


„ = £#a-s 


1803 
"fan CY. 

_ And yet, fir, I have i in th. ated contrary,to 
her expreſs directions, and ſhould ſhe ever hear. 
of this trifling piece of infidelity, I tremble at 
what might be the conſequences of her reſent- 
ment. Indeed, fir, your abſence gave her great 
uneaſfinefs, I ſhould have been uneaſy myſelf tov, 
x Sor reſerve all my ſpirits EQUITY hey 


BELM Or. 40 

Theſe are my thanks for your courage and fi- 
— . | 5 | cl = A. 
NM Luer. B59 T 


And dls. fr to the 8 1 Aud pou; 
My miſtreſs, indeed, may refuſe kind offers of 
this nature, but for us Poor ſervants, we, ought 
to accept the good as we are often obliged to 
take up With the bad, chankfully.. She may be 


in love With 257 ; but for my part, 1 ever 
had a natural averſion to ſtarving, 


Ros r. 

Heayens! Af is Conſtantia i in, diſtreſs ?, Un- 
happy me, why did ) you not tell me of this be- 
fore? I'm almoſt guilty in my own eyes for not 
having forced the ſecret from her. 2 — 
{hall be 1 * 


K 2 | Lvcy. | 
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* 


Lvev. 


In this "FEM alone I believe ſhe could con- 
ceal her heart from Mr. Belmont. : 


BELMONT. 


We wait too long let me, let me fly to the 
* lovely mourner's aſſiſtance. | 


L Lver. | Th 
- Patience; fir, for a little. She is in company 
o with an old, a very old gentleman, who has 


come from her part of the country; and they 
weep together, and ſpeak and behave with ſuch 
tenderneſs. 
8 BxxTMomr. f 
Probably the man on earth I deſire to ſerve. 
Tell me, child, what converſation paſſed between 
them while you were by? 


Lvecy. | 
At firſt they were ſilent; look'd at each other 
for ſome time in mute aſtoniſhment ; at laſt, the 
old man ſitting 18 deſued that I might with- 


draw, 
F sc E ** iv. 
7 Lady AL rox, BzLMONT, and Lvcy. 
Lady Arr. 


At length, perfidious man, thou art found. 
What evaſion, what ſubterfuge now left to cover 
your inconſtancy, or your ingratitude ? 


BzL- 


\ 
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Dam 
The innocent, madam, have need . | 
(Afide.) What an unexpected interview] 
Lady Aur. | 
' Monſter ! villain ! 


BELMONT. 


I may appear a monſter in your eyes ; nor am 
I uneaſy at being thought ſo; but for villainy I 
diſclaim it, that is the very reverſe of my cha- 
racter. Before I gave up my heart to another, 
did I not plainly declare that I * 


longer? 1 
Lady Arr. L395 
This to my face, thou impudence; ; where i 
are all your promiſes of 3 your oaths, 
your aſſiduity, your love? 


BELMONT. 

Faith, madam, when I ſwore I loved, I fancy 
I might have been ſincere; nay, I was even ſin- 
cere when I promiſed to marry. | 

Lady Arr. 


And what then oppoſed the execution of that 
promiſe ? 


BELMONT. 
Your character, your over-bearing paſſions ; I 
muſt own I had not ſo great a reſpect for your 


happineſs, as by marrying to put an end to my 
own. N 


Lady | 


ſenſible you will at laſt have virtue to applaud 
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Lady ALT. 

ZBut to 85 forſaken for enn 2 1 
tute. 5 | 
| BzLMONT: 
On the contrary I quit you, to take modeſty, | 

virtue, and every grace. 

Lady . 
You think, fir, by all this, to eſcape my re- 
ſentment; but know that I ſtill have a head to 
conceive, and an hand to execute, vengeance. 


021 -BrLMONT. 


Jam no REA either to your head or your 
heart; I know you to be vindictive in your na- 
ture, envious rather than jealous ; that your de- 
fires are violent, but not laſting ; but ſtill I am 


my choice, 
Lady ALT. . 

- Go thou mean-mercenary wretch, I know the 
preſent object of your affection even better than 
you do. I am acquainted with her family too, 
with her father, with every circumſtance, and 
you will ſoon ſee that my friends are more capa- 


ble of ſatisfying my reſentment, than yours of 
* their offences. 


 BeLMONT. 


dei, madam, I was too raſn; but if a 
proper ſubmiſſion might ward off a blow, the wy! | 
K of which fills me with horror. 


Lucy. 
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1 Lucy. 1 e 09 
Dear fir, ſtrive to ſoften her; my very fears 

will kill me elſe. 

BELMONT, 


Stay, madam, name your conditions, but one 
| word, let me : be heard. — 


Lady ALT. 

Away, I'll neither hear thee nor anſwer thee, 
Thou art every way hateful to me, baſe, perfi- 
dious, ungrateful, and thy perſon even more de- 
teſtably ſhocking than thy mind. [ Ext. 


SCENE V. 


BeLMonT and Lucy. 


BELMONT. 


What can this enraged woman intend ? T 
know her paſſions have no bounds. Jealouſy 
prompts her forward, and adds virulence to her 
natural ill-nature. Yet, can ſhe deprive-me of 
my dear Conſtantia? can ſhe ſtill encreaſe her 
forrows ? The old ſtranger too mult ſhare her re- 
ſentment ; yet, perhaps, ſuch threats are but the 
empty wiſh of inclination, without power. 


Lucy. 

Alas, fir, it was but ſome minutes ago that 
an officer, who pretended to have received his 
orders from the miniſtry, came to take away my 
, miſtreſs, and would have certainly effected his 
deſign, but for a good gentleman, who promiſed 


to 
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to anſwer for our appearance, and who bought 
the officer off with a large ſum of money. I was 
ſworn to ſecrecy, but I can keep nothing ſecret 
to you. 
| BELMONT. 

v Unaccountable this conduct! To ſeize a wo- 
man, it cannot be. We muſt know more of this. 
My family has long done hers all the injuries 
poſſible. I muſt now endeavour to clear off the 
long arrear ; fortune, love, juſtice, and reaſon, 
perſuade me to it. I will oppoſe her moſt pow- 
erful enemies, and bring her off ſafe, or fall in 
the attempt. Don't alarm your miſtreſs with her 
ſituation. I'Il fly to the miniſtry, and repreſent 
the caſe of her and her father, I'Il forego the 
pleaſure of ſeeing her for that of ſerving her. In- 
form her that abſence does not impair my ar- 
dour, but the greater my diſtance, I only drag a 
greater length of chain, | [ Exit. 


nu 
— — 


Lvcy. 


What a ſtrange variety of incidents] I ſee that 
this life is but one continual ftruggle of the good 
againſt the bad ; happy were virtue always tri- 
umphant. 


SiC EE VI. 
Sir WILLIAM and CoxsrANT IA. 
Sir WiLL. * 


Every thing you tell me awakes recollection- 
Lou were born, you ſay, in one of the northern 
b pro- 
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provinces, and loſt your father and your fortune 
by a civil war. Your courage and wiſdom amaze 
me, and ſeem, madam, no way ſuited to the 
wretchedneſs of your fortune. 


Consr. 

F ann ſir, to that very wretchedneſs it is 
that I owe that wiſdom and courage you are 
pleaſed to commend. Probably had I been edu- 
cated in all the elegance and ſoftneſs of fortune, 
that mind which is now fortified by miſery, wonld 
then be the indolent inhabitant of a worthleſs 
perſon. 

Sir WILL. 
O thou worthy of the moſt happy fortune, re- 
peat again the ſtory of your woes! Is the name 
of your father or family too a ſecret'? 2 


Consr. 


- The duty I owe my father impoſes filence. 
He is now condemned and ſought for; even 
naming him to my deareſt friend might be at- 
tended wih danger. Tho I have, from your ap- 
pearance, conceived the higheſt eſteem. for you, 
tho you inſpire me with duty and reſpect, yet 
you are ſtill a ſtranger: à word may undo him; 
and you have too much good ſenſe to condemn: 
my caution, 

| Sir WII I. | 

Let one word may probably make. the (ry 
neſs of my life. At leaſt, inform me, at what 
age did cruel fortune ſeparate you * your 
unkappy father. 

L Cons r. 
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Cost. 
* was then but five. 


Sir WIII. 


Good heavens! What a reſemblance in every 
circumſtance with my misfortunes ! Every word 
darts like a ray upon my darkened ſoul ; would 
Providence but thus continue the pleaſing delu- 


ſion. 
ConsrT. 


You weep, fir, and yet am I ſtill at a loſs for 


the motives either of your concern or curiolity. 


Sir WII. 


Proceed, I entreat you. When your father 
left his family, never to return, how 1 did 
you remain with your mother? 


ConsrT. 
IJ was ten years old when-ſhe died in my arms, 


oppreſſed with famine and ſorrow; and my bro- 


ther was ſoon, after killed i in battle. 
Sir WILL." ts ne 


0 5 7 moments! charming diſcovery ! un- 


happy wife] gallant boy! behold this picture; 
tell me, tell me, my gitl, do you recollect _ 


2 a * 


W 


0 
1 3 * / 
. 4 3922 31 


. 


What do I ſee! Or do I dream! My own 
mother's exact reſemblance.” Let my tears fall 
on it, O let me 24 it to o my boſom, my heart ! 


GO 10 L i. 3 w3'7 ot 
* . 


. 12400 4 


f 
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| Sir W1LL. " PHE 
Yes, Conſtantia, i it is, it is your mother; and 
in me behold that wretched father who has been 
the cauſe of all your misfortunes; this the breaſt 
which has ſo often felt for your miſery. O, my 
child ! let me hold thee ever here. 


Coxs r. 

Thus, falling on my knees, let me firſt offer 
up my thanks to Heaven; this indeed it is to be 
happy. My pappa! my pappa! And may call 
you ſo? And have I at laſt found thee? Yet how 
have you ventured here among a world of ene- 
mies, men unknowing pity, who ſeek your life. 
I tremble for your ſafety the moment I have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you. 


Sir W1LL, 
My deareſt child, you know all the d 
tunes of our family; you know the inveteracy 


of the houſe of Belmont againſt ours. My whole 


fortune has been confiſcated, and even I hardly 
eſcaped with life. I had ſtill, however, one 
friend remaining, who might have had intereſt 
enough to raiſe me from the abyſs in which mis- 
fortune had plunged me. But he, to complete 
my calamities, is lately dead. I have been con- 
demned to die; I am ſought for by my enemies, 
am weary of this repining precarious being, yet 
would not willingly leave the world till I have 
done my ſelf juſtice, The laws refuſe to aſſiſt 
me; 1 am a poor deſolate being, willing to fall, 
L 2 yet 
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yet deſirous of drawing down contiguous ruin. 
The fon of our ancient enemy is ſtill alive: 

young Belmont owes me a noble revenge, and 
one of us muſt 4 | 


Consr. OUS 
"a you then, ſir, refolved on young Mr. 
Belmont's deſtruction ? 


7 Sir WII I. 

As determin'd as fate. Your honour, the 
honour of my family, ſhall be retrieved, or I ſhall 
die in the attempt; the prize is great, and the 
venture is ſmall, for what ſignifies a few remain- 
ing years of a baniſhed wretch's life like mine ? 

ConsrT. 

O fortune! how doſt thou ſport with my 
deareſt hopes, and plunge. me in complicated 
miſery! What ſhall I do! where fly for ſuceour, 

fince every proſpect ſhews even * than the 
grave! E 
Sir WIII. 


My misfortunes are nothing, for I have learn. 
edt to bear them ; fear not for me, my child, 


My fears, fir, are Peder than you are ſen- 
fible of. But are you ſtedfaſtly fix d upon this 


bloody refolntion ? 
Sir WII I. 


Not heaven ſelf can ſhake my purpoſe. 


Consr. 
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Consr. Ta 


I conjure you, my father, by. that allaltfous 
life you gave me, by your own misfortunes, 
by mine, which are equally afflicting, not to ex- 
poſe me to the miſery of loſing you juſt when I 
have found you. Have pays on me, and ſpare 
your life and mine. 

Sir W1LL, 
"By heavens, there's ſomething i in that voice 


that pierces my very heart; methinks I hear thy 
mother when you complain. 


Cons. 

Have ſome concern for the poor remains of 
your life, leave this city here you are ſurround- 
ed with dangers, We'll both fly from it with 
pleafure, I' leave all, and follow you; if you fix 
your retreat even among the deſolate iflands of 
the north, yet will I follow you. PII lay the 
nighlty pillow underneath thy head, PII fit by 
and watch you to ſleep; my hands ſhall toil for 
our ſubſiſtance, and I ſhall grow happy in thus 
diſcharging what I owe to you and Heaven. 
Shan't we go, pappa ? 

Sir WILL. . | 

And muſt all my great hopes of revenge be 

given up at once? 
Cons r. 

Think of it no more, we ſhall fly to be happy, 
and harbour no other thought but thoſe of plea- 
ſure and — 


* . 
” 0 


12 
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Sir WII I. 

Well then, I'll fhew at once how much I * 
by abandoning all the hopes | had of vengeance. 
If you are reſolved to follow my fortunes, and 
ſmooth my paſſage to the grave, to cloſe my dy- 
ing eyes, and take my laſt bleſſing, come away; 
permit me only to give the neceflary orders for 
our departure ; do you -in the mean time get 
ready, and may a bleſſing attend all your future 
days. | (Exit. 


SCENE VI. 
ConsTANTIA and Lucy. 


Consr. - 


My nefaburicn is fixed, by Lucy, Belmont 
and J are to part for ever; I ſhall never hear his 
proteſtations more : duty calls me from * and 


J obey with pleaſure. 
Luer. 


Sure, madam, you miſtake, he is but juſt 
gone, and will return in a few minutes. 


Cos. 
Gone] and without deſiring to ſee me! Did 
he teſtify no reluctance at parting ? | 
Lucy. 


Had he not been interrupted by the = of 
quality your rival. 


1 Cors r. 
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ConsT. 


To her then he now. dedicates his time and 
his heart, and he came here with her, I ſappoſe, 
only to add inſult to his ingratitude ; and, after 
an abſence of three whole days, only to ſhew 
how little he eſteemed my company. Yet I will 
furvive it, yes I will cheriſh a life now which may 
ſerve to ſupport my poor old declining father. 


Luer. 


Nay, prithee madam, but hear me, 1 ſwear 
that Mr. Belmont— 


3 ConsT. 
Fe is perfidious. Hence every fooliſh paſſion 
from my heart. Unhappy father, from hence 
receive all my tenderneſs and aſſiduity. 


Lvey. 


May I die but you accuſe him 8 


he is not perfidious, he is ſtill brave, generous, 
and conſtant; ſtill loves with the warmeſt paſ- 
ſion, and has given me the ſtrongeſt inſtances of 


his ſincerity. 
ConsT. 


Love muſt ſubmit to a nobler paſſion. I muſt 
attend on him to whom I owe my life, tho I am 
ignorant whither we are going, or what may be- 


come of us; yet, wherever we are, no change | 


can make us more miſerable. 


Luer. 


— 
—— — ——— — — 


— 
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Luer. 
Yet ſtill you will not hear. Prithee, madam, 
be compoſed, you know I love, and cannot fee 
you thus moved. 


Const. 
Thanks to my girl. And prithee, Lucy, do 
you think you can have courage to follow me? 


Luc. 


Yes, to the end of the world; but why leave a 
man that loves you? 


ConsrT. 


Prithee n no. more of him. Even tho' he Au. 
ally did love me, yet I would leave him. The 
gentleman whom you ſaw with me. — But we 
are interrupted, follow me to the next — 
ment; and _ ſhall hear it all. 


Exp or THI FourTH ACT. 


ACT 
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Wen f 6 BA 


A CT V. SCENE I. 


Cons rANTIA, FREETORT, and Fanrrice. 
F AB. 


ELIEVE me, madam, your deſign of 
leaving us gives me the utmoſt uneaſineſs. 


Cors r. 


If any gratitude, ſir, of mine for paſt favours 
can in the leaſt be an equivalent, you ſhall ever 
have mine. And you fir, (to Freeport) whoſe ge- 
neroſity was exerted in ſo extraordinary a man- 
ner; believe me, I feel no uneaſineſs greater 
than that of being unable to return your civi- 


lity, 
2  FREEPORT:; 

How is this! Why did you not ſay this before ? 
If you are pleaſed with my civilities, where's the 
neceſſity of parting ? as for any apprehenſions 
from ſuperior power that's a mere ſhadow, for la- 
dies have nothing to fear. 

| Fas. 

The old gentleman too ſeems to be in equal 
haſte, Concern upon his face, grief on hers; 
they almoſt affect me W 


FREE PORT. 


As for tears, they are unmanly, our eyes were 


given for better purpoſes- than to weep with. 
M And 
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And yet I confeſs. I feel a pain at parting that 
almoſt ſhames me. O ſcandalous, thus to be 
caught by a mere girl! It muſt not be. And 
yet I ſhould like a correſpondence well enough, 

if you thought proper to honour me from your 
retreat. Perhaps we may ſee one another again, 
and I may have it in my power to thank you for 
remembering me. 


ConsrT. 


Sir, that indeed is but a ſmall favour; you 
may depend upon my compliance. 


Fas. 


Pardon me, madam, but perhaps you are ig- 
norant that Mr. Freeport has been your ſurety 
for five hundred pound, which he loſes upon 
your offering to withdraw. 


Cors r. 


Heavens! till another reverſe of fortune, ſtill 
muſt = 
FREEPORT. 


Prithee be under no concern about that. Let 
not ſuch a trifle prevent her journey if ſhe is de- 
termined to go. What are five hundred gui- 
neas to me, I deſpiſe the counters. (Apart to 
Fabrice. Let her have five hundred more, and 
convey them privately into her baggage. - You 
may go, : madam, whenever you think proper 
expect your correſpondence, and hope to ſee 
you again the firſt opportunity, I own I have 
conceived a friendſhip for you. ws 
I SCENE 


— 
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SCENE:I. Þ 


BELMONT and his Servant at the end of the £ 
| ſtage, Coxs rAx TIA and the reſt in front. 


BEeLMONT. 


Let ſome of you wait here. You run to the 
office, and bring me the parchment I ſpoke of, 
when it is executed. You go and prepare all 
things for my reception in my new houſe. (He 
takes a paper from his pocket and reads.) How 
happy am Jin thus ſecuring the happineſs of my 
dear girl. 


ConsrT. 


Ah me, his preſence renews all my fears and 
ſorrows ! 


F REEPORT. 


Theſe courtiers are ever coming at improper 
ſeaſons, with his finery and ſmock face, I can : 
hardly bear the fight of him. Yet, after all, 
what's all that to me, am I really caught, or no? 
not quite ſuch a boy as that neither. Yet, in 
order to prevent troubleſome conſequences, I 
had as good take my leave. 


ConsT. 
Why will you leave us, br; believe me, I 
part with pain from ſo much ſincerity and real 
merit, 


M 2 FREE- 
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FREEPORT. 

No ceremony, child, it may make me childifh 
elſe. You have made no impreſſion on my heart 
yet, and I am reſolved to be on my guard for 
the future. However, I ſhall go up into one of 
the windows and ſee you go off. Come, Fa- 
brice, let us endeavour to forget thoſe little rubs 
in our way to happinels ; Wt us leſſen our Nn. 
by diſſipation. 


SCENE m. 


CoxsrAN TIA and BELMONT. | 


RELMONT. 


And is it at laſt permitted me to * the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you again! My, labours in 
your ſervice are amply repaid by a moment's con- 
verſation. But your fituation here, madam, 
give me leave to obſerve, is below your rank 
and merit. I have hired an houſe more ſuitable 

to your quality and virtues. Yet, why this ap- 
pearance of forrow ? You weep too, madam. 
Has any affront been offered? Has he, in whoſe 
company I juſt now found you, =" nal} to 


treat you with any unbecoming freedoms? 
| Consr. . DE 29 
Far otherwiſe, my Belmont, he's a ſimple 
-natured man, rudely virtuous, who has 
Juſt pitied my misfortunes, who has attempted 
to conſole - me in diſtreſs ; he, if he loved me, 
would never have left! me for three whole days 


Z _ with- 
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without the leaſt notice, without once writing 
to me; he would never have purſued my rival, 
even into my preſence ; and there ſhocked me 
with his addreſſes. | 


BeLMonT, 

Why, why, Conſtantia, . will you thus re- 
proach me! You know I would rather die than 
even undergo your ſuſpicion. I was abfent only 
in your ſervice. I ſtill thought only of you, 
and in ſpite of yourſelf I have endeavoured to 
ſerve you. If upon my return to you I found 
here that haughty paſſionate woman, for whom 
you are pleaſed to reproach me, I only addreſſed 
her in order to prevent the effects of her reſent- 
ment. As to your accuſing me of not writing, 
you yourſelf mult be ſenſible of the injuſtige of 
that Wann. 5 a 


Cos r. 
J have received no letters. 


BELMONT. 


Then ſhe has intercepted them, How does 
the baſeneſs of her behaviour encreaſe my reſpect 
for you? How ſhould it even en :reaſe yours, 
ſince you find it neceſſary that even virtue de- 
mands a protector? And yet, Conſtantia, give 
me now leave to reproach i in my turn; was it 
not unkind, was it not cruel, to conceal from 
me your name and quality, your wants and mis- 
fortunes? was that uſing me well, Conſtantia ? 


Con ST. 


* 1 Mad a 
= 
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Coxs r. | 
And who then has informed you at laſt ? 


BELMONT. 
She, (pointing to Lucy) your own Confidante. 


Cons r. 
Have you too, Lucy, betray'd me? 


Lucy. 
Madam, you endeavoured to betray yourſelf, 
L only ſerved you. 
Cons r. 


You know me then. You know what hatred 
has always divided both our families ; you know 
How active your father was in the undoing of 


mine; you are ſenſible that it was he who re- 


duced me to this deplorable ſtate of indigence, 
and will you ſtill venture to love me ? - 


- BeLMoONT. 


Yet for ever adore you. It is my duty. It 
lies upon me to repair the injuſtice of my fami- 


ly. My heart, my fortune, my very reputa- 


tion, 13 wholly thine. Let us loſe the name of 
enemies by our union. I have here brought the 
marriage contract, permit me to inſert the name 
of Conſtantia, ſo much dearer than my own. 
Let the remorſe and the love of the ſon recom- 
penſe the faults of the father. 


ConsT. 
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| Cons. 
It cannot be. But this very moment, and 1 
_ ſhall be obliged to leave you for ever. 


BELMONT. 


Never, no firſt you ſhall ſpurn me from your 
feet. Like a drowning wretch will I ſtill hang 
upon you; but while I have life, you ſhall not, 
mult not leave me. 


5 Lovcy. 


Indeed, madam, you muſt not go, all your 
reſolutions are deſperate, but they ſhall not ſuc- 
ceed if I have power to obſtruct them. 


BELMONT. 


Who could have inſpired ſuch a reſolution, 
ſo fatal to all my future hopes of happineſs ! 


Const. 
One to whom I owe a duty greater than the 
reſpect I feel for you. A father. 
BELMONT. 


Your father Heavens, where is he? . 
came he? how conceal'd ? 


Cons r. 


He is here, and we have agreed to eſcape to- 
gether, it is fix'd. 121 


BELMONT. 


It ſhall not be. I ſwear by ** chat he 


Mall not take you from me. Conduct me to 
him, 
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him, where, falling at his aged feet, pos I 


may move him to pity. 


Consr, 


My dear Belmont, avoid him; if you love 
me, avoid him, as you would ſhun your dead» 
keſt enemy; he has come thus far only for long 
delay'd vengeance, determined on taking your 
life, or to loſe his own. I have offered to fly with 
him only to turn him from his fatal —— 


"BELMONT. 


Yet is yours more cruel. Believe me, I fear 
him not, and he ſhall be ſorry for this reſolu- 
tion. (Apart.) My ſervant's not yet return'd 
misfortune has wings, while good news crawls 
like a lazy inſect to our relief. | 

ConsT. 
See where he comes ; by all our mutual ten- 
derneſs, conceal yourſelf from him, deprive me, 
for a while the pleafure, and him the horror of 
* you. At leaſt retire for a while. 


BELMONT. 


I obey, tho? with regret, for all your com- 
mandy are laws to me. Yer I ſhalt ſoon. return 
with ſuch arms as will make his fall: from his 
hands with ſhame and confuſion. 


SCENE 
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Sir 1 and Contraurua 525 


Sir Witt. 


"Come, my child, the only good I haye on 
earth remaining, my comforter and friend, let 


us now leave this bad world, and retreat to foli- 


rude and happineſs. 


N Cover. | . 

Sur, I'm prepared. All your defires aal by 

mine, nor ſhall you ever find me flow in exe- 

cuting your commands, but let us now delay a 
moment, a little moment. 


5.4 Sir Witt. 
What, after having yourſelf preſſed my 


ſpeedy departure ! after having offered to follow 
where I ſhould lead! Haye you ſo ſoon altered 
your. reſolution? Do ſolitude and. defarts 


affright you, and does pleaſure e duty? ? 
> Cons. . 

Sir, I'm: incapable of change. I'm OT 
to follow, but once more let me entreat a ſhort 
delay : grant but a few minutes to one who ſhall 
ſoon dedicate her whole life to ſerve you; refuſe 
me not ſo ſmall a requeſt; the moments I aſk 
are precious to me, 


N Sir 
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| Sir WuL. 
The moments indeed are precious, and yet 
you deſtre to loſe them. Are you not ſenſible 
that we're in continual danger of being diſco- 
vered; that I am ſought after; that you may 


ſoon behold your father 05 to the moſt | in- 
famous death? | 


Cost. 


I have no power to refuſe ; I follow, fir, even 
aſhamed of the ſmall delay—but it proceeded 
from a vain hope that but to what * to 
think on 4 p24 thr... 2 


SOEN'E v. 


N and Pinne | ar on one ſide, 


While Sir WIIIIAIA and ( CONSTANTIA confer 
on the other. 1 ſs 


2 übte, een 
ker md has brought back a part of the 


baggage”; 1 fancy they have changed their reſo- 
lution, and I confeſs Im not ſorry. 1 have ac- 


„ „ --- +» 


ching very violent, no, no, a ſort N 
at parting, that's all; an unaccountable ſenſa- 
tion, which is quite . 2 know: 
how 40.deſcribe. it. 3 | 7 
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Sir WiLL1am to Freeport. 

- Fatewel, fir, and take this laſt teſtimony of 
the fincerity of our eſteem. Your virtues have 
* me to pardon the villainies of — 


Fg RRFORT. ont wn 


You are determined then upon your W 
And yet I could wiſh it were otherwiſe. I have 
a thought juſt come into my head, which will, 
perhaps, be. to our mutual advantage. Permit 
me to unfold. 75 0 


1 


Py * ow 


SCENE VI... 


The former Actors. Bxl MO at the al of 


the Stage, receiving a 9 — one of 


dis ſervants. 3 EPS. PW 


0 


— x--_ 


4 
— 


Ar. 
# * 


I am at laſt poſſeſſed of this aſſurance ' of my \ 
feliciry. What thanks do I not owe to Provi- 
dence, which has aſſiſted my endeavours! | \ 

FREEPORT. 
What, ſhall I ever be peſtered with this 
ſpawn of nobility, his fopperies and his compli- 
ments ſhock me. . 


Sir WILLIAM to Conſtantia. - | 
Abe you acquainted with that gentleman, my 
boys Who is he? 


N 2 ConsT. 


— A . ß c RT IS 
= « = = % 
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| | Cosbr. 
He Sir, he 3 wine lt | 
_ W | 5 5 
I” Fb 


That, ſir, is young Mr. mont. one of the 
moſt gallant and generous men of the- * 


Sir WII I. 


Sure it is heaven itſelf that has thrown the 
tyrant in my path. I could, had I not ſeen 
him, have forgiven all his family's injuſtice ; 
but now, reaſon, memory, my thouſand wrongs, 

* my ruin'd name and fortune, all cry out for re- 
venge ; nor will I refuſe the call, How gay he 
looks ! made "happy by the ruin of thouſands, 
his mirth is an inſult upon what I feel, Come 
forth my honeſt yore, Wrenge | revenge! ar 
death 

Cors r. 


My aber what madneſs O hold him! hold 
him! 


Sir WII. 


Ungtateful woman! and is this the duty you 
owe me 7 ö 


* 


Faskieꝝ interpoſing. 

Sir, it is my duty to prevent violence in this 
houſe; 1 entreat * will re 1 reſent· 
ment. 154 


Far- 


r ö 8 n 
7 
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FazzeorT. 


| What right has any man to prevent gebgle. 
who have a mind to fight. Permit them to fa- 


| tisfy themſelves, Engliſhmen are fre. 
| BzLMoNT, ſill in his former ſituation. - 
Sir, you, if I —— wathly 


Lady? 
"Coat 
What will become of us "y 
; Sir Wiz. 


Let nende hide u vines a ee 
tions, I ſcorn it. I am that lady's father, and 
have come hither to revenge her wrongs and 
mne ppon d een 


0 
Fas, 
| Excoſe me, ſir, you muſt not—cannot, na 
houſe. 
BI Mor. 
Prithee give him liberty, I have ie indy 
power in a moment to diſarm him. (Drawing, 


. ConsT. 


And can Belmont 


BxzLMONT. - © 
Can I | Yes, and will. Father of the beau- 
tiful Conſtantia, you ſee in me the ſon of your 
inveterate enemy (throwing down bis word ) you 
ſee him thus prepar'd for defence. 


Farm. 
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* 
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* 
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ber rere % 


Freren r. 
| An ns) mens of defence, tay 
. of 03 233; "Brig WT... 1 1. oe r 


Pierce TE wich one hand. bur with hed 
other Teceive this. "Gives a writing.) — and 


| TIE ET TOSS ag - 
. Sir Wir. my 
How ! What's he here? My pardon + 


_ oration of my title and fortune! Heavens! 
and is it to thee IL be ſo much? O my bene. 
iGat, deprive n o in 


Eee. Ii A 


1 
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O — chakdee Now let me call bim winds 
now let me fly to my father without fear, Tm 


Toft in happineſs and 3 oagaks Joy. 


PaamonT. 
And now, fir, bee en 
my father, tail cu cn 5 a; ng 
Sr WII I. g 


Ho can I repay ſuch generoſity, d La 
* BI Nonr taking Conſtantias hand. 
Nr „„ 
And Tang bs: For who tnltwick 


of her. O my children, we ſhall yet ſee happy 
2 days, 
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Nen und this grey head of mine ſhall go down * 
” gently to the e * 
n. 7 | 


- - FarreorT to Fabrice. | 
| Faith, friend, I always thought this girl was © * 2 
not made for me; however, ſhe has fallen into 

good hands, and I &en wiſh them happineſs all 

together, « ® 
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